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226th Anniversary Celetration - 1732-1957
In order to fitt%ngly observe this Anniverssry it scered to
be most 1'ittirng to prop;%o some sort of paper to provide for the
btckgrouné of the occeal%n. I had thought that not more then five
 'm1nutos »f this meeting ﬁfuld te dewvoted to this review,

. Witkout any thoué%t of speclel effort or search I began to
K gather verious mnterials a‘aily evailerle and found thet the further
1 look the more 1ntereated;1 tecame until at lest there wes so much
thet eould not te omitted ti t I feer the telling will now take longer
then the 1istory wes in the meking., The highlights of the history of
this church‘ére rresented 1nitho tope thet at least & few of you may
find some interest such »ns Iﬁﬂevnloped in the preparation.
Nore of tke unsterisl is original with me and rost of the words
: are as they were found aamn of the interpretation may not be mzmemikmx
eccurste due to 1neomplotonoas of my studioa.

The research done by liss Elsesnor Btotsen end the informetion
iunnlied by lr, Yetcalf hes teen very helpful, I have quoted st timos
from The Feclesisstical Eistory of Tssex County, and used freely
portions of iddresses by Rev, George E, Cery and Rev.Cherles Holton

at the 166fh Anniversary Celebration of the Eesex North Associstion

on October 17,1928, verious Chureh records heve slso boeniultd.

I start with 2 quotstion from & took writtem by a Mr, Fershall
at the time of tle Rowley Celetration," In 1638, Rev, izekisl Rogers
sslled from Englend for the Massschussets Bsy Colony end srrived im
Decenber of that same year, Vith bim were twanty families from his
former parish of Rowléy Englend, It was not the time of yeer to start
e new settlement, so the compsny was divided up, some spent the winter

ir Seler, some ir Eoston, end some in Ipswich,



2,
A site btetween Ipsrieh and Newtury wes choser and in Mey 1639,
¥r. Pogers cams;m;1¥f'ébtwean fifty end sixty femilies, to the site
of treir rew rome end nared tle distriet for the home he had left
tehind 'n Engend , Rowley.
In 1669, Jokn Spofford, with his family, left Howley and
ijournayed into the wilderness snd becaue the first settler of
New FRowlevy. |
npr- fnm;liea followed and so et last thsre were enough for
genother settlement, Thet -ottlement is now Georgetown,
It was a long trip to Rowley every Sunday, probably by
ox-cert, to worship, Sunds y lasted ell day in those sarly yesrs
of our country, end it ves & long trip baek homse, with,ﬁo doubt,
chores to be done in the bsrn and the ceoals of banked fires reaked
forwerd end the houss wrde warm agsein, Yor coulﬁ it rave been =&
confortatle ride in & springless wegon, So e church was erected
nearer home,"

A generous ='iting of msterisl from here on sttempts
to give =8 nerrly s chronologieal picture ss possible,

On Jure 3,1719'a group of seven clergymen met in the
persorege ir Eresdford and the first ministerial associstion heresbouts
was fourded, Tris was refore the church was estabilshed in @eorgetown
‘but I wish to point out thet the first pestor of éytmsv.

Moses Vale was in that group' &

In 1725 and 1726, =fter meetings snd discussions in the
new settlement, end with the help of the Evfield pastor, it ves
decided to bulld a meeting house on lond ebout 100 feet awesy from
whet 1is row krown &s Rocky Fill Ferm on Bast Me~in Street, The frame
wes reised or Jume 5,1729 snd the next step was to petitiom the
Genersl Court for the estatlishment of an independent perish, This

wes done or Masy 27,1730 and Yew Rowley was now separsted fror the
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¥r. Chendier fas torn in Ardover im 1706, greduated from

Farvard in l?ze.and married Yercy, daughter of Rev, losce Hele of

Bofield, )vfisld reslly hed a big pert im getting the new chureh

stertes here, The Ghandlérs hed no cbilé@ea, He vas » wen of sound

doetrine, exemplary lifquané conversatian, dignified deportment,

and gre rtly esteened by ri! own people t higklv respseted abroed end

verv successful ir the ministry, He died April 19, 1789, aged 83, in

the §7th vesr of his sini-'ry hers,

On Septerber 8, 1761 a new association of ~1niaters, including

 some from Hsverkill, was formed here in Yest Rowlgy (Georgetown),

0Of eourse ¥r, Chandler ves host snd perhens the men went out into his

orecherd srd looked over his trees, for le was & grest frult grower

end isssid to heve introduced here the cultivation of 2ll the test

xirds of anples, Fe alse greu'mééicinal herts, The Assoeiation formed

here that day in 1761 later took the nsme of Essex North, the

fsgocistion to wvhich this

burch now tolongs.
During his peastorate, new ideas were being preached, notebtly
by Rev, George Whitfield, snd some these id=zas of revival wers
opposed by Bev, Chsrdler, Some of the psople in his church were
becoming intsvested in these new gospel 1d-as and beceuse thay were not
slioved 5 listen to them in this church, finelly withdrew end in 1754
forred the “sntist Church, leaving 2 much smeller congregation ‘here,
Their bullding waes nesr what 1s now the North Street end of Mill St,
Even though some of the perishoners had left, the first
ehureh wes outgrown, snd so after thirty-six years in their little
ehurch, it was decided to erect enother bullding on g  site hearer

the certer of populstion, The church green wss selected, the plot
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of lsrd btetween East Yair Street and Elm Street. Onm July 5,1769
8 building fifty-five foet by forty feet with steeple and poreh
was reised in one day, This bui}ding/gtgicatea Sept.lE»éx,l??O,
the “sdicstory sermon was given by Fev, Whitfield,

There 18 a tresdition regarding the raising of the noney
for this tuilding end one Cuffee Dole, His name waesn't Dole, nor
mayte Cuffee, tut he mede his home with a femily by the neme of Dole,
Then the sul jeect srose of the need of a new tuilding Cuffee gave the
first doller, Cuffee v-3s a respectable g;ntleman of color, vho,
wher 'e clos~d his eyes in the long sleep which hes no wveking, could
rot be turied in the plot of grouad gsacred to " Trite folks", tut
hed to te lald to rest outside tﬁe fence, Cuffee who geve the first
doller so thet whrite folks could have & new meeting house wss given
a piece of ground where he could look through tle tars at white people
Eut the buriai plot was enlarged aé more end more of the settlers
were ganthered to their fathers and the resains of Cuffes Dole now
1ie noeriy in the exaet center of Urnion Cemetery, surrounded by
the Aecendants of our first settlers,

tnother storv is told atout the difference ofweﬁﬁgion‘
during the discussion =tout the new rullding, Three men of influence
in the society end protatly good cort ibutors, vowed never to enter
the ne» building. ¥hat was good enough for the first sétthrs vas
good enough for them, Where they intended to worship is nrot |
recorded tut refore services were corducted for even the first
_$1ime ir the new btuilding all three mem had teen celled to the Land

of Tndless Dey whare there is no more waeping, and no more argulng,
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After the pessing of Hev, Chendler the Chureh held a day of
"rogting =nd prever to seek to reaven for dirsetion in the great affair
of gettirg e Gospel Ninister”, The Church voted to invite the ministers
of the 'ssocistion to essist in the work of the day and to invite
the congregation to join in the fast, The psrish, being divided equally
vetween fruxinisn snd Fopkinsisn views, after hesring sixty-three
cerdidates during e period of eight vears, finslly succeaded in
settling on the sixty-fourth, Rev. Isnsec iremen, The chureh st this
time consisted of twalve :ssident mﬁle mémbera, end o few femnles,
This nusber was still further reduced by & seccession of three nele
members together with fifteen newters of thgnpariah, who, having
presented & remonstrsnce to the council agﬁjipt ¥y, Dranen's ordin-
stion giving n8 ressons that f he'anpaafag&?‘deelino to give that
setisfving sceount of Christian oxparieneelwhich we think we sre bound
to look for in e cendidete for ordinstion, neither does it appear to
us tﬁmt Mr, Framan msﬁifesta snytring that he »=: iny internal call
to engege in the Grestest Work", withdeew snd united with the Daptist
society, The council did rot find the objections sufficient to decline
to ordiraste., They set 'efore him the strength of the opposition end
left him to decide whether he wished to be ordained under the |
civeunstences and he " declered his fixed resolution to Le ardainoé?
The ordinstion took plsee on June 7, 1797, he remeined es
pestor urtil his death on Dec. 26, 1858 at the age of elghty-~eight and
in the sixty-first yesr of bis pastorate. The min&ﬁﬁﬁ?ggﬁwggr two
. first sinisters had covered the spen of the first 125 yeers of the

chureh in Ceorgetown,
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Rev, Fremen was btorn in 1770 in Norton,Mass, gradusted from
Ferverd snd studied divinity under Dr, West of New Fedford., Fe weas
a man of jood solid tslents, " He had excellent common sense and &
kird o unostertstious diligence, vhich was never in a bustle, but
shoved 1ts erergy only in its effects"., Fe ususlly was chosen
modernrtor et the Assoclation meetings of his day.

During the late vears of Rev, iramen's pastorate seversl
colleague pestors were ce’'led, Two of these men had,by colncidence,
met together as boys with & group of eight others aged 11-1%5 inm
Bengor, Veine for weekly prayer end discussions to compare r 1igious
experionces, The first, Rev, Enoch Pond, Jr.; wa® ordained Colleague
Pastor on Dec, 3, 1842 and after a brief but uséfiul minlstry died
or Dee, 17, 1846, The second of these boyhood friends, Jokn M, Prinece,
J¥., wes ordnrined Collesgue Perstor on Feb,3, 1847 and during his term
here was soon sctively urging progressive action in the operation
of the Besex North Confererce meetingd s=nd ari ars to have be responsible
for set on teken to meke the =meetings wmore lively and practical., VPe
wes talen sick s=nd Yed to resign his work kere, he was dismissed on
¥overber 19,1857 by s courcil convened for tiet vurpose, erd in a few
vears filled an early grave, :

Oor the seme day or which Rev, Prince was dlsmissed the Rev.
Charles Feecher, trother of thevetter knovn Henry Werd Beescher, vwas
ordained Collea ge Pastor by the same council, Cherles Ieecher was
"tell of frame snd erowned with s noble kead", "He had a portiom of
tre Feecher genius snd s deep ewotionsl nature, He wes gifted as a
preacher snd still more moving in his publie prayers, Fis praying
wes often just intimeste telking with the Feavenly Fatler in simplest
lsrguege, out of e hesrt so sureharged with spiritual erction that he

sometimes hed to psuss several seconds to gaim control of his volce.
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You ssemed to ve, withk him, in the very presence and glory
af‘tha dsreyseat"”,

In 1867 eigrty-three members withdrew, Lecsuse of sonme of the
treological viers of Rev, iaech;r, snd organized their own chureh, known
jater s&s the remoriel Clurek, Treir first psstor Dsvid D. kersh, ves
instzlled ir Sfept. 18€8, Trelr buﬂfﬁng wvas given by Ceorge Psetody,
vro was unawasre of the split snd trougkt he was giving to the originsal
crurch, irn memory ef his mother,

In 1872 Fev, Tromas Feeler was called to tecous a helper to
Rev, feecher, who wes failing in health,.

The present chureh building +as begun in 1873 and dedicated
on Dseenber 18, 1874,

Pev, ‘esber resained until 1875 and wes followsd by Rev,
f1fred Mersh, whro s rved thru 1377,

- ¥r, Feec:or hsd tried to resign in 1867, st tls time of tlre
split, ard =gein about 1870 tut =xxhe 'ed many devoted rnd loyal friends
who, in spite of the feseling egsinst h'm in other churches ard in treir
ovn chureh, kept }im s pestor ernd provided essistants for'him.

Arotrer resigretion waa submitted 1aA1880 and this time XX wes sccepted,
Fis lesd-rship }+d continued tlrough 23 yeers. ' S

Rev, Levi Rogers served from 1881 through 1888

Pev, Fenry NeCartrey from 1888 ‘rrough 1808

Rev, Frenk P, Estatrook from 1899 to 1901
Rev, "arren F, Low from 1902 to 1510, Im 1908 when the chureh
reopened efter tte suuier vecation period the parishioners from the

vemorisl Chureh reunited witk the First Chureh, Trey hnd ven having 8

herd time to maintein their tuildini%?kich Fed devalopeé struc turd ;iﬁ

defects and vas dseded conditionslly to the Town, whieb used it for
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towvn meetings, moving plctures and other everts, inecluding the
Town's welcome home celetration to tke returning Veterans of Vorld
Ter I, snd for Vemorial Day services, The btullding wss alnost
entirely destroyed by fire in 1920, Altlough the tower stood
for msny vears the cloek which kad become e& landuark of the town
ro longer ren spd its striking of the kours was sadly sissed.
Ir 1911 the Rev, Arthur S, Burrill became pastor serving
until 1916, |
For seversl of the last few Sundaya we heve had the pleasure
of having Rev, Nr, Pike in our pulpit agein, He served from 1916
urtil 1920 srnd under his lesdership many changes for comfort,
convenience and appesranc: were mede. The old originsl furnaces
wore replseced with pew ornes which lasted until the present system
wes 1nsbaliod recently.
¥r, Fize hes expressed his regrets at bteing unsble to Le
wvitk us tonight btut night travél‘is rnot agrsesbtle to one of lis
ege.,
dost of our more recent ministers are with us here tonight
and will speak for themselves im bringing the history up to date,
The Rev, Mr, ¥William 0, Conrsd, vho res with us from 1924
until 1923, snd kes been our Exmimx Minister Smerltus sines that
tive died on July 23 of this vear st 'nlls, Maine, in his 9¢th yeer,
I pray that this review will impel us to cortinue in the
Love of God exhbivited b y our ferefothers end with the courage
to build for tomorrow so thet one day our children mey look at the
church ve leeve to them snd feel that we teo mad e a ec “ribution

to the furthrering of the Kingdom,












