


LUKE av. 23.

And the Lord faid unto the fervant, Go out into the hig :
ways, and hedges, and compel them to come iny that my
houfe may be filled. - | | {g

THESE are the words of our &ﬁom,f_ﬁ.;_
his parable of the marriage feaft. The primary and
immediate defign of the parable is, to reprove the
Jews, fortheir rejeéling the Meffiah, and the privil:g‘;‘
of the Gofpel difpenfation.  ° - s i

By the King, we are to underftand the moft bigh
God, by his Son, Jefus Chrift. The 7oyal marriage re-
prefents the myitical union, between Chrift and his
Church ; and the type or fhadow is infinitely excel-
led, by the reality. The fupper prepared denotes the
manifeftation of the Mefliah, together with the privi-
leges and benefits of the chriftian Church, purchafed
and beftowed by him,on believers. Thofe, who were
firft invited to this feaft, were the Jews, God’s ancient
covenantpeople. Chrift firlt cameunto his own, even fo,
the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifrael. Thofe in the highways
and hedges denote the Gentiles, who, in the context, are.
defcribedasthe poor, the maimed, the halt,and the blind s
~ and who, at that time, were without Chrift, being @l
from the commonwealth of Ifracl, and flrangers from e
covenanisof promuife, having no hopeyand without God in tne
world, The fervant, fent by his Lord, to give the gra=
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ation, may ultimately refe
‘under the Jewifh ceconomy, but mo
the apoftles, and to chriftian minifters, in general, |
~der the Gofpel difpenfation. R+ s
For as God governs the natural world by general
laws and fecond caufes, {fo he fulfils his counfels and
carries onthe work of his grace, by the ufe of appoint-
ed means. To this end, chriftian minifters are rai
up, and ordained, by him. ad
‘When Jefus Chrift afcended up on high, ke gave, as
a legacy to his Church, fome apoflles ; and fome prophets ;
and fome evangelifls ; and fome paftors and teachers ; for the

perfedting of the faints ; for the work of the minifiry ; for
the edification of thebody of Chrift. .

Chriftian minifters are inftruments in the hands of
Chrift, for promoting the peace of his Goipel Jerufa-
lem, and the profperity of his {piritual Zion. 1Ina
qualified fenfe, they are ambaffadors for Chrift, as
though God did befeech finners by them, to be recon-.
ciled to himfelf ; or, in the words of the text, they are
to compel finners to comein.  Hence,

In the fequel of this difcourfe, we fhall endeavour
to fhow, in what way, and by what means, the minifters
of Chrift are to compel finners to comply with the terms
of falvation. This, of courfe, will lead us to fpeak of
fome of the principal qualifications, which a minifter
muft poflefs, to enable him rightly and faithfully toex-
ecute this office. o

This phrafe, compel them to come in, has been mlﬁg‘;@

prefented and much abufed, by fuperftitious and i3
otedmen. It has been interpreted by the Church ot
Rome, as authorizing a {pirit ofperfecution. But n
thing can be more foreign from the original ;.,md
meaning of it.  The fword, which Chrift ufesn {fubdu-
ing the finner’s heart to himfelf, is that, which goe

of lus mouth ; and he has never authorized his:
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oles to ufe carnal weapons, in a fpiritual wqrfarc. A
Thirit of perfecution direélly oppofes the mild temper
and genius of chriftianity. Tt is not only evil and

cruel,in its nature ; but wrong and misjudging, in 1ts
defign. Forif it could ever plead, that its objctt was
to convince and to reclaim the erroneous, this objeét
it never attained. ¢ The inquifition never made the
heretic orthodox ; neither did the burning of the fin-

ner's body ever tend to purify his foul.”
We fhall, therefore, offer violence to the word of

God, and to our text in particular, if we interpret it,
as countenancing, in any degree, the caufe of perfe-
cution. Compel them to come in, in the true evangelic
fenfe, fignifies no more, than carncfily to intreat or per-
fuade, by the ufe of argumentsand motives.*

The chriftian minifter is to work upon the human
mind, only as a moral agent, and by the impulfive in-

" ® The fame word is ufed, Mat. x1v. 22, where it is faid, Fefus
confirained his difciples, to get into a fbip, which he did, not by violent
meaflures, but by perfuafion. The dilciples alio ufed a word of {im-
ilar import, when they defired Chrift, to fpend the evening with
them, at Emaus, Luke xx1v, 29. where it is faid, Tley conflrained birm.
Bat their conftraint was by mere entreaty, far from any force or vio-
lence. Thusthe apolties compelled the Gentiles to receive the Gol-
pel, by perfuafive arguments, and by the force of truth recommended
by the holinefs of the apoitle’s lives and confirmed by the evidence
of their miracles.

It is painful to turn the pages of hiftory, and read the fufferirgs of
the primitive chriftians, in the perfccutions they endured, for 2he
aword of God, and for the teflimony, awhich they held ; fuch as, being
%‘d, emboweled, burned alive, drawn in pieces, fryed in iron
. chairs, feared with torches, being put into veflels of boiling cil, wrap-
ped in the fkins of wild animals, and then hunted as beafts of the for-
. The ten heathen perfecutions, from the reign of Nero, to
it of Dioclefian, including the fpace of about two hundred and
ly years, were but little more, than one continued fcene of cruel-
d blood. But ftill, God has not left bim/elf wvithour avitmefi. A-
| the flames of perfecution, he bas fupported his. Churchy fof-
ither the malice of men, nor the gates of bell to prewai
i b%a%;hmch has refembled the dufb im its

it allo, ir aot being confumed. -




es of moral fuafion. He is to compe
of argument; by counfels and warnings;
| rtations and entreaties. He is to fet life ang
death before the finner; urging every pofiible mo.
tive, to perfuade him to repentance, that he‘-@y- A
tain the one, and to diffuade him from fin, that
he may efcape the other. He is to inftruét b
in the duties of chriftianity ; in the nature, and impor-
tance of regeneration, of faithand repentance, of love
and new obedience, Thefe are the great terms of
falvation ; and in order to enforce the propriety and
neceffity of them, the chriftian minifter willendeavour,
I. To fhow the finner to himfelf, holding up to his
view the guilt and depravity of his heart. Though God
made mon upright ; yet they have fought out many inventions.
By reafon of our apoftaly, the whole head is_fick, and they
whole heart faint,  Inus,that isin our flefhy dwellethnogood’
thing. We are dead in trefpeffes and fins. We havea
carnal mind, which is ewnity againft God ; and, therefores
have become obnoxious to his vindiétive juftice, and
liable to everlafting banithment, both from his pre-
fence and favor. Thefe are truths, which the minifter,
who is faithful to Chrift, and to the fouls of men, will
inculcate and enforce.  He will lay the ax at the root of
the tree. He will begin at the foundation, and endeav-
our to make the finner fenfible of his guilt, and feel
himfelf undone. He will, therefore, lead him to am
acquaintance with his own heart. He will {how him
how evil it s, in the fight of God ; fiow him the pride
there, which muft be humbled, the pollutions, whick
mufl be cleanfed, and the plagues, which muft be curedy
before it can become the temple of the living Gods &
The whole need not ¢ phyfician, but they,who ar eﬁ_“' Thes
finner muft firlt be convinced of the evil of his wWays
before he can be converted, ¢o the wifdom of thed¥s

- Hemuft firft feel himfelf loft, before he can fee hiefE
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“He muft fland condemned, at the bar of
efore he will plead guilfy.in the ﬁgbl.: of
God ; and be deeply fenfible of his fpllltl.lal m?]adlis’
before he will apply to the great Phyfician, (g the
healing balm of his grace. Under thefe convictions,
he will ind, that Chrift alone can fave him. Hope in
the creature, and hope in him{elf, .\'CIH‘ now vanifh away.
He will fee the vanity of all his former dependen-
cies ; that on Chrit alone he can.rcly . on the Rock of
ages only, he can build l:ns hope, In {afcty. . o

To fuch an awakened finner, the Clxrlﬂlqn minifter
will aét the part of a counfellor and of a comior‘ter. : He
will adminifter both the direétions and the confolations
of the Gofpel. Taking him by the hand, in a {piritual
fenfe, he will lead him to the foot of the crofs; there

oint his bleeding foul, to the bleeding Jelus; and baid
him hope in that dlood, which was {hed for the expiation
of human guilt, and which cleanfeih us fromall fin. But
this leads me to oblerve,

II. The chriftian minifter will urge the goodnefs of
God, and the compalffion of Jefus Chrift, as motives to
influence andgperfuade finners, to accept the oifers of
falvation.

When we call to mind the goodnefls of God, in our
Frea.tif)nsinma,kingus rational and intelligent creatures;
in giving us pewers and faculties, for noble aétions, ac-

jwrements, and enjoyments; in making us capable of

nowledge and virtue, and of pleaflures and delights,
both intelleftual and moral, how ungrateful and odi-
©ous muft we appear, even in our own view, if, inftead
| fervmg ana obeying him, we allow ourfeives in fin
rebellion againft him ! Has he notaifobeen a kind
dtender Parent to us, ever fince he gave us life 2
- 2735 he not clothed and fed, us, comforted and fup-

4 rte'diq?, yea, taken a kind and fatherly care of us?
" .nmﬁi}‘can we be {o evil and unthankful, as to difs

@?’é'Savion‘f-
his own heart, b




~honor his name, and abufe his goo P
m‘d* " 1S deﬁoned‘, to lead us {0 rcpwqgw
not given his Son, to fuffer and die for'guf el
tion 7 What ignominy and reproach R . WPy

. proachn, Whuwl]s €T§

agonies, has the Lord Jefus undergone, for 3
toration to divine favor! He was woun,dedrcmr L.
might be healed. He fuffered pain, that we u,uthl?: ki

Joy peace. He died, that we might live. Havifg pi%
}c,ha.fed a ran'fjo;? for us, at the price of his own blood,
€ Is now, wit all‘the endearing motives and perfua-

ﬁon§ which the Golpel contains, inviting usto the arms
of his mercy ; to the nxgn_fxoxls in his Father’s houfe 5
and to the glories and felicities of his heavenly king-
glom ; and fhall the manifeftations of his kindnefs and
love be defpiled by us ! Inftead of accepting his gra-
cious 1nvitations, fhall we take pleafure in doing that
abominable thing, which he hateth ! Blufh, O finner, at the
blacknefs of thy ingratitude, and at the vilenefs of thy
heart! The effulions of divine goodnefg, and the in-
finite condefcenfion and compafliomof Jefus Chrift,
fuggeft, to every reafonable mind, moft powerful and
winning motives, to embrace the Saviouy, and comply
with the requirements of the gofpel ; andjhe, who feels
not the influence of fuch motives, muft pe callous to
natural, aswell asmoral, fenfibility. His péart muft be,
made of adamant, and the tiger muft hgve given him
fucke

ITE. Chriftian minifters will perfuade finners, by

holding up to their view the evil nature and fatal con-

fequences of fin.

Sin not only oppofes the glory of God ; but the hap-

:nefs of the creature. The pralice of it, while it fglls}
the bofom with inquictude, ftrows the path of life with
thorns. W hat fausfatiion can there be, in thF t{fix‘j _
cife of cvil paffions, and 10 the indulgence O o
babits ? Do the emotions of angers malice, e
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ence, afford peace to the miqq ? Do we der.ive any
Quiemeﬁs from pride and .ambmon, from avarice and
envy ? Canwe find any intelleétual an_d moral pleaf-
ure, fuch pleafure as the foul loves, in profanenefs
and wantonnefs, in fenfuality and intemperance ? Can
the mind, in the hour of cool reﬂc&lqn, enjoy any
true fatisfa@ion, from cheating and lying, from de-
frauding and ftealing ? In fhort, is there any real de-
light to be taken, in committing evil, orindoing w r.ong?
There may be a kind of barbarous and brutal. fatisfac-
tion, in thus doing; but there can be no rational, or
pure mental, pleafure, in fuch attions. On the other
hand, perplexity and pain neceflarily attend evil prac-
tices. We may as well attempt to gatier gm}ws.qft/mmzs,
or figsof thifiles, as expett to find any true enjoyment,
in the ways of vice. Are not thame and difhonor,
trouble and wretchednels, the natural effetts of fin?
Nothing is more true, than that divine declaration,
The way of tranfgreffors is hard. There isa numerous
train of phyfical and temporal evils, attending a vi-
cious courfe. The pleafure of fin lafts no longer,
than while we are committing the att ; and even then,
we often find bitternefs. Butno fooner isthe aét over,
than refle@ion begins to plant a fting in our bofom,
by reafon of which, there is no peace to thewicked. "What
can equal, in pain and anguifh, the compunéions of
guilt, preying, like Promctheus’ vulture, upon the
very vitals of the foul? The evil confequences of fin,
in regard to the prefent life, may be urged, as no fmall
argument, to diffuade finners from their evil courfes.
orit1s a dictate of common prudence, to fhun and
d that, in future, which we have once experienced
ainful and pernicious.  But we are not to ftop
~ The pains and fufferings of vice, in the prel-
‘ent world, to the impenitent finner, are but the be-
&'ﬂgf“ forrow, There is a dreadful hereafter, a
AL T ‘ b 3 X1
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tever ending ftate of punifiment, beyond the graye.
. The torments of hell, therefore, may be held u‘;f;}
the finner, as a moft powerful motive, to perfuade hjpy
to comply with the terms of falvation. The tormentg
of hell, my hearers, are not the dreams of a wanton im.
agination, nor the extravagancies of fancy. They are
awful realities, founded in the word of God. In this
facred volume, they are reprefented to us, b‘y thofe
things, which are molt painful to our feelings, and
fhocking to our fenfes; by the gnawing of the worm,
that diethnot ; by weeping, wailing, and gnafhing of teeth 3
by being cut afunder, caft into outer darknefs, or into g
lake, that burneth with fire and brimflone. But all thefe
repreflentations, defcriptive as they are, fall fhort of
giving us a true and adequate conception of the
puntthment of the wicked. For it cannot be fully re-
prefented, either to the fenfes or imaginations of men.
What enhances, what dreadfully enhances, this pun-
ithment is, it is eternal. This we infer from the ex-
prefs and pofitive declarations of the word of God,
where the perpetuity of future punifhment is afferted
as plainly, as language can make it; and for convic-
won, we need but turn the facred pages. Is never
ending mifery, then, the doom of impenitent finners ?
How dreadfal in thought! But more dreadful in ex-
perience. O eternity! Thou vaft gulph, which ab-
forbeft all our conceptions. No meafures can trace
thy bounds. Nonumberscan compute thy duration.
Millions of ages are but a blank, in comparifon with
thee. Let the impenitent finner think of the future
punifhment of the wicked, and feek for an intereft in
Fefusy who delivereth us from the wrath o come; and
furely, chriftian minifters, thus knowing the terrors
the Lord, in imitation of the apoftles, will peﬁmde._mé
But, 4 ' |
. IV. Not only the odious nature and pernicious con;
fequences of fin are to be held up to the finner; a3

-
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diffuafive from an evil courfe ; but, on the czlther hegllgi
the joys and rewards of virtue may be ‘clll ge, yasa
tive, toinfluence and perfuade him to duty. 5 3
. Religion 1s a compound of al}, t.hat is excellent an
amiable. Mild and benevolentin its nature, it breag];?s |
peace and pleafantnefs to all, who love and pratlife
it. It foftens our temper, regulates our affettions,
and harmonizes the foul. It gives joy to our minds,
goodnefs to our altions, and beauty to our charatter.
While it affords inward peace, it difpofes us to live
aceably with our neighbor ; to do good ; and to be
ufeful in the world. Being good 1n 1ts nature, 1t 18
uniformly good and happy in its effetts.  Iis ways are
aays of pleafaninefs, and allits paths are peace. 'The exer-
cifes of religion afford adouble fatisfaétionto the mind,
arifing not only from a pleafing fenfe of having dif-
charged duty, but from the amiablenefs of the exer-
cife, in itfelf. For a virtuous {enfation is always a
grateful and a pleafurable one.

What are the emoluments of vice, what are all the
gratifications of fenfe, in comparifon with that fatisfac-
tion, which arifes from a confcioufnels of doing right?
There are charms in innocence, which we cannot be=
hold, without loving ; and there is a luxury in doing
good, which he, who has once tafted, cannot but wifh
t0 tafte again. What pure and refined pleafure muft
a virtuous and peaceful mind expericnce from itfelf?
A [firanger intermeddleth not with the joy. It is a fores
tafte of heaven, and fuch as angels know. He, who
lives in the enjoyment of his own mind, has no occa-
Jion to feek for external delights. He has a feaft at
- omein his own breaft ; a refource there, whence he
~ yadenve the pureft fatisfaclion ; a fatisfaGtion, which
i~ }' an neither give nor take away. This in-

- njoyment will enhance all the bleffings of prof-
; and, in tlﬁe {uffering f{cenes of life, “““"“ﬁ




 out the fling of adverfity, and gently affuage the
wound. It is more than a balance for eutwar

id dilappointments.. Though we be deft -"“A\i.". E
¢ed upon the bread q/advg(ﬁzy and the water :
in regard to outward things ; yet, while this inward
peace remains, it will fuppor.t us, and, in a true and
dignified fenfe, we may {till rank among the happy.
In fhort, it will fmooth and beautify the path of life
before us, ¢ blunting its thorns, and {preading its ro-
fes.” Whatis of the greateft importance, it will en-
liven our hopes, and fill our minds with comfort, in
the near views of death. For, if our hearé condemm vs®
noty then have we confidence towards God. |
‘Here, therefore, we may call up to view the future
reeompenfe of reward. For we are not to confine the joys
and bleflings of virtue to the prefent life. The good
man enjoys but a fmall part of his happine(s here below.
When his days on earth fhall be numbered and finifh-
ed, he fhall enter upona bleflfed immortality, and wear
an unfading crown of glory, in the heavenly world.
Various are the expreliions, ufed by the lacred writers,
tp reprefent the jovs and felicities of the blefled ftate
above, Itis called, a Zingdom, a crown of glory, an in-
heritance, the paradife of God. The bleflednefs of the
faints is further defcribed, by wearing white robes, by
vefling from their labors, by keeping a Sabbath, and the
kke. . Thefc expreflions, borrowed from earthly
things, reprefent the heavenly world, as affording all.
the honors and enjoyments, which even the enlarged
foul can defire. But in vain do we attempt to de-
feribe the joys of heaven, For, eye hath not feen, nor
car heard, meither have entered into the heart of mcw,f/w
t{zzzzgs,' which God hath prepared for them, thai love him.
“ It requires perfeftion, to def{cribe what is pcrfe&.;"f
apd none can decypher the arcana of the heavenly
kingdom, but thofe, who are admitted there, and be-
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hold the glories and enjoy the bleflednefs of it. The
greateft earthly comfous are but fhadows and faint re-
femblances of the joys above. Hence, let finners be
perfuaded to make their peace with God, and to lay
up for themfelves a ireafure in heaven

V. Minifters are to improve fpecial occafions, and
favourable opportunities, to make ferious impreflions,
on the finner’'s mind. There are certain {cafons and
times, when the mind 1s more tender, than at others 3
and confequently, in a better ftate to receive dnme
inftrutticns. The outward circumftances of people
often contribute to ferioufnefs of heart. When peo-
ple are brought into trial and afflituon ; when their
earthly profpe&s are darkened, and prm idence has
frowned upon their temporal affairs ; they are naturs
ally led to refle@ upon the vanity of woxlah, things.
Thisisa favorable oppartunity for the minifter, to diret
their thoughts to a detter, to an heavenly country. Are
they bereaved of dear relatives, or beloved friends 2
The minifter will take occafion, from {fuch bereave-
ments, to remind them of the uncertainty of life,and of
the neceflity of their own preparation for death. He
will counlel, as well as comfortthem, undertheir trials.
While he attempts to afluage the aching wound, with
the confolations of the Gofpel, he will endecavour ta
imprefs the heart, with the duties of it.  Are they vifits
edwith ficknels? Here the minifter will find their mindsy
in adegree, difengaged from werldly cares, and at
leifure to attend to ferious things. Itisa Ju{t obfer-,
vation, that we are never {o virtuous, never fo much

ofed for religious meditation, as Jn time of ﬁckq |
mnefs. . The thoughts are then naturally engaged, in

i Mbmcam ; and the faithful minifter "i mﬁ, £

rtunity, for religious inftruttions,
s. Many have been rec]axmedh :'f’., :

have becn hardened by profperity. 1
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ch pu

ocgfxzr;z {s‘isfui“ 2 cur fory manner, fhown in ayhat ¢
way, and by what means; chriftian minifters are to com- = -

¢/ {inners to come 7 or to comply with th'_mrmﬁ- 8.
[alyation, we are now of cQurfe, le_d. to mention {fome '
of the principal qualifications, which a minifter mnﬁu,.}
poffefs, to enable him rxg.htly and faithfully to execute
this office. And we oblerve, : S
4. That he muft be a man of genius, orof good men-

tal powers. We do not {ay, that a perfon 1s di{qualifi-
ed for this office, if his talents be not of the firflt mag-
1oft brilliant kind, What we af-

nitude, and of the n liant
fert is, that the powers of his mind {hould be decent,

and not below mediocrity. A perfon of a {lender ca~
pacity may be morc ufeful, in fome minor employ-
ment. The work of the miniftry is a great and ardu-

ous work ; and not only fidelity, but wifdom, is requi-

fite, in the fervant, whom his Lord maketh ruler over s
houfeholdy to grve them meat in due Jeafon.

‘A minifter has to confront the prevailing prejudices
of menagain(t the truth, and to defend it, 1n oppofition
to infidels and gainfayers; and, therefore, he fhould
be able to reafon ingenioufly and conclufively. He
has to inftruét the ignorant, in the nature and import-
ance of divine things, and, of confequence, he ought
to have a cl_car mind, and a found judgment, that he
may form right conceptions, and make accurate dif-
tinctions. For, otherwife, he will be liable to mifre-
e o e ot
1nto error. He\ou;lm ; alnd thCI‘be lead g ’heare?s“
acquainted with Lh?llt to be capable of becoming well

¢ holy Scriptures, that he may re-

*
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pove apparent difficulties, and maintain the harmony
i eongiency .Of the facred writers. He, who in-
culcates the duties of chriftianity, thould be capable
of underftanding them, that he may explain with clear-
nefs, 'and enfoyce with energy, He ought to be able
to fatisfy the minds of reafonable and feriousinquirers.
Befides, a minifter has, in his inftru¢tions and exhorta-
tions, to accommodate him{elf to the different capaci-
ties,and to the various tempers and humors, of people ;
or, in a qualified fenfe, he has to become all things to alk
men : and this, furely, requirespradence anddifcretion.
Again ; it is a matter of conicquence, thata minifter
poflefs, not only a found judgment, but a copious and
lively imagination ; that the manner of his inftruétions
may be pleafing, as well as the matter of them impor-
tant. A lively fancy, guided by difcretion, is a very
ufeful qualification, in a gofpel minifter, who has to
addrefs the paffions, as well as the underftandings, of
men. ~Duties and virtues, roprc‘*{l‘nwd in a pleafing
light, and recommended in a graceful manner, will be
more likely to engage the attention, and win the aftec-
tions, of men, than 1f their difplay be unaccompanied
with outward ornaments. A word fitly [poken 15 like appl?g
of gold, in prétures of filver. Inevery view, thercf.o'rc-', it
is important, that a minifter poflels natural abilities,
which are decent,or which,at leaft, are notbelow me-
diocrity. _ .

2. He fhould be a man of education, or of literary
_attainments. It is true, that the apoftles, the firft
 preachers of Chriftianity, arc reprefented as unlearned
igmomn:é men. Butwe can, by no mcansmfcr from
that literary acquirements arc unneceflary toia

ian miniiter. Becaufe, this defett oflearmngl,_ n
{tles, was, In a fupernatural manner, fgpp ICF.
.. When they were called ‘to preach the¥eo

wing had an opportunity to purfue the uﬁ’?? |
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dinary courfe of ftudy, God was plea

ediate infpiration, to endue them: wmifu le and

ffary qualifications. For, being filled: 22 el

Iy Ghoft, they began to Sfpeak wzt!z other tongues, as the: irit
nce. Hence,if learning were not a ne-
B e tton, in a Gofpel minilter, ¢ certainly
ceflary quahﬁcatton,”m a Gofpel min . T
the molt wife God,” as Dr. South well' o) ’etves,‘
& would never have been at the expenfe of a miracle,
to endow men of that calling with it.” But as the
éanon of Scripture is now clofed, we have no autber-_"
ity to expect any particular infpiration, to fupply our
Jiterary deficiencies; and he muft be an enthufiaft in-
deed, who can make fuch a pretenfion. '

The chriftian minifter, therefore, who is profeflion-
ally an inftruttor and a lcader, muft go tl‘lrough a
courfe of education, and furnifh his mind with ufeful
knowledge. For, if the blind lead the blind, the confe-
(iucnccs will be evil. How can a minifter teach oth-
ers, if he be ignorant himfelf ? An ignorant minifter,
or inftru€tor, is a {olecifin in language ; nay, it in-
volves a palpable contradiétion.

An acquaintance with the liberal arts and fciences
enlarges our views and conceptions. It helps us to
underftand the holy Scriptures, and aflifts us, in ex-
platning them to others. Education methodizes the
mind. It arranges dur thoushts, and reduces them to
2 lyftem. Confequently, it enables us to reafon more
mgentoully, to inftruct more profitably, and to enforce
’Wltll_ more energy. A minifter, therefore, ought ta
f&lg t:;i}}é?ﬁefgma g}'alitt31~al‘y inquiries ; and to trea-
B hote, who be proteier e ey
give himfelf m’{lud v‘“b’c.profeﬂ.es to lead. : Hefmuﬂ;s
upon his facred Cmil’o-.mh previoufly to hlz‘?,?‘msrmg
init. £ Otherywi(e 11 = Aty d and while he continues

Vile, he will not be a fcribe m/ﬁmpﬁedzm#ol@i

Eingdom Qf / . | gl
teaven ; atherwife, he will ng out of b
i T p A not bpring syt of Mis!
treafure, things new qnd old, : orng M e
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_g. He muft be a man of grace, He muft feel the
power of that religion, which he profeffes and incul-
cates. Wifdom and knowledge are ufeful handmaids 3
but grace mult be the miftrefs of the houfe. Ifa min-
ifter does not love and cherith religion, in his own
heart, 1t is vile hypocrify for him to profefs, or pretend
to inculcate it.  If he has never been convinced of
{in himfelf, how can he counfel and dire& others, un-
der their convittions ? If his own heart be not eftablifh-
ed with.grace, he will be but a very unfkilful artificer,
to build up others, in the faith and duties of the Gof-
pel. - For a minifter to want grace, is to flumblé . at
the threthold. Becaufe, grace is the prime requifite ;
and without it, he can be neither acceptable to God,
norprofitable tomea. A minifter mult not, therefore,
reft in the outward form of godlinefs ; but he muft ex-
perience the power, or reality, of it. He muft have a
renewed and fancttified heart. Becaufe, he, who bear-
eth.the veffels of the Lord, fhould be clean. He muft be fin-
cerely and warmly engaged in his holy profefion, and
in the caufe of religion. For, coldnefs and indiffer-
ence il comport with minifterial duty. A fincere re-
gard to the glory of God,and the good of fouls, fhould
amimate his labors. In fhort, the incenfe of piety and
grace muft be fhed abroad in his heart, that all his minif=-
trations may partake of the facred perfume.

- 4. A minifter fhould be moral and exemplary, pru-
‘dent and circumipeét, in his life and converfation.
He muft enforce his precepts, by his praflice. Mere
- abftinence, from overt aéts of immorality, is not fuffi-
“Cient to recommend the minifterial charafter. But
.ﬁ.pnwemf godlinefs, and the beauty of holinels,muft
~ 4dom it. A minifter can never cffeéiually inculcate

N others, what he does not praétife himfelf. Itis
wugh to preach once a weck, or merely on the

& Te

: De ‘ h but be muft preach, every day, by his good
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It is the obfervation of one of

%2 '].e;‘-' oblfe “of on th
;zin}aaﬁérs, « He preaches fublimely, whofe ]
reproachable.”’ How fhocking is an unholy life,

facred profeflion! An immoral and u‘ne'xeé:_n'p];gfy__ nin-
ifter dishonors Chrift ; differves the caufe of religion;
and, inftead of reclaiming, hardens ﬁn.nelzsﬁ-fe Foﬁr‘
though he may preach like an angel, yet, if his conver-
{ation be imprudent and diffolute, all ks preaching will
be ineffe@ual.  He will give occafion to the thought-
Jefs and profane, to reproach and ipeak evil of this®
high and holy calling. Such a minifter muft ftand felf<
condemned. How then can he expelt to be acquit-'
ted, atthe barof God! His doom muft be aggravated. ™
Again ; the chriftian minifter muft bé circumfpe&
and exemplary, in his deportment; becaufe, the crit-!
ie’s eye will be upon him ; and he will be carefullyand
parrowly obferved. There will be always {ome, to
watch for his halting.  Things, which may appear in-'
different in another, are often thoughtexceptionable in
a minifter. A human infirmity, or a fmall deviation"
from the line of prudence, may be fometimes magnifi-:
¢d, into a grofs and wilful error. He mulft, thercfore,
watch over hisactions,and govern his life by the ftri€t-
eft rules of circumf{pe&ion. In fhort, he muft endea-
vour, agreeably to our Saviour’s diretion, to unite
the wifdom of the ferpent, with the innocence of the dowves
In the review of what has been imperfeétly fuggeft-
ed, we are reminded, my reverend fathers and breth=
ren in the miniftry, of the means, which we are to uiey
in order to perfuade finners to comply with the terms
of ?"“lv“tm“ s and of the qualifications, which are re-:
quifite 1n us, for executing our facred office. May'
we be wanting neither in qualifications, nor in faith-
ﬂ_llncis. Gloriousand honorable is the work, in Wh-i%
:"; ?re elngégéd ; and diftinguifhed is the reward of
O1Cy WRO durn many to righteoufnefs. Butyat the {ames
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our employmentis arduous, and attended with va-
“diffculties. It requires the greateft care and
nce, to be found faithful in it. Does it not be-
Jeais, on this occafion, to examine ourlclves; to
our fervices ; and fee, whether we have made
fuli proof of our miniftry ; whetherour diligence has cor-
Yefponded with the greatnefs, and our zeal been pro-
Sortioned to the goodnefs, of the work, in which we
have been engaged ? We are too apt to be negligent
‘and cold, even in things of the greatelt moment. Our
'beft fervices are attended with imperfeétions.  Forour
‘remiffnefs and unfaithfulnefs, does it not become us,
this day, to humble ourlelves, in the fight of God ; and
to repair unto that blood of atonement, which was fhed
for the priefthood, as well as for the congregation ? Let
us now feel afrefh our ordination vows, and renew our
' refolutions to be faithful, in the fervice of our divine
'Mafter; and, to this end, may Ged afford us the ailiit-
‘ances of his grace.
'« To the Paftorele&, I now turn myfelf. Itisatyour
‘requeft, dear Sir, that I ftand here, this day ; and with
‘peculiar emotions, I now addrefs you. Particular cir-
‘cumftances occafion particular feelings. Long and
‘intimate has been our acquaintance. For, being na-
tives of the fame place,* it began in ourearly life ; and,
‘what is 2 moving circumftance to me, you are a lamb of
‘my father’s flock. ~ Add to this, you was pleafed to put
- yourfelf under my inftruétion, in your preparatory
‘ftudies, for admiffion into the Univerfity ; when I was
‘ rm a more particular acquaintance with you,
which has ripened, as I trufi, into a fincerc and mutual
nﬂ‘m_ip; |
My fond concern for your welfare, refpeétability,
ufefulnefs, went with you to the Univerfiry. It

- 4,‘? :\ = ?‘b ;N p ,
N, ,-ﬂhﬁg‘mh'ﬁgqgho:’s father, for many years, was miup,
s Jife and labors are ended. N N L
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_ the evangelical miniftry, 1 bope and T truft; thattyou
" enter upon it, with ferious views, and virtuous inten-
 tions ; and I wifh you much fuccefs and profper

=1

S

with the terms of falvation ; and let your heart be en-

- gaged in your employment. Be faithﬁ)l'lo lhepedﬁc
f your paftoral charge ; be faithful to your own foul.
Remember that you muft watch, as one, who muft
give an account.  You enter, my dear brother, upon
the work of the miniftry, in a dark and difficult day 5
when infidelity prevails, irreligion abounds, and the love
of many has waxed cold ; and, therefore, the greater muft
be your exertion and diligence, in the work before

you. You muft indeed devote yourfelf to it. Let
the {piritual interefts of your people be ever.dearte
your heart. Regret no labor nor toil, to become prof-
itable to them. Make it your conftant endeavor, te
promote theireverlafling good. Be judicious inyous
mode of preaching. Offer not ftones for bread.—
Bring not controverfial di{quifitions and metaphyfical
ubtilties, into the facred Defk. But let your preach-
Ing be plain and evangelical ; and then it will be prac-
tical and profitable. Be infpired with a laudable am-
bition to excel, in literary and divine attainments, that
You may excel, in being ufeful, and in doing good,
To this end, give yourfelf to reading, to meditationy
and to ftudy. Give yourfelf, alfo, to frequent and
fervent prayer for divine affiftance ; that you may be-

come a workman, who needeth not to be efhamed.

Ever be rez}dy to take a fympathetic part with your

{)heql?le, both in their Profpe;ities and adverfities. - wﬂ

¢t troubles, efpecially, let vour heart bleed with

naes” ' 4
" Your emplovment is to perfuade finners to
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their's. Be no ftranger to them, in ficknefs, and in
the various trying {cenes of life ; but vifit, pity, and
comfort, them. Endeavour, at all times, and on all
occafions, to be ufeful. |
- Let your (}cportment be regular and exemplary,
prudent and circumf{peét ; gwing no offence, in any thing,
that the miniftry be not blamed.  Enforce your precepts,
by your example. Seek to render yourfelf beloved
and refpetted, both as a man, and as a minifter. FEn-
deavour to gain the efteem of your people, by the pu-
rity of your dottrines, by the faithfulnefs of your la-
bors, and by the amiablenefs of your life. ,
. Butafter all, my dear brother, you muft expeét trials
and difhiculties, in your miniftry ; and often will you
find your heart difcouraged. You will feel the bur-
dens of your {acred employment, prefling heavily up-
on your fpirits.  Your labors, though labors of love,
may not be acceptable to all.  You will find much in-
attention to yourreligious inftruétions ; and often, yea
very often, will you have to look, in vain, for the fruits
of your miniftry. With all your prudence, you muft
not expeét to efcape cenfure. Your beft intentions
may be mifinterpreted ; and the minifter has his feel-
ings often wounded, by unkind and uncharitable re-
fle&ions.. But you are to remember, that this life isa
ftate of trial ; and you are not to look for uninters
‘rupted enjoyment here below. Make God your de-
pendence, and let your hope be in him. Bear in

‘mind, for your comfort and encouragement, thofe gra-

‘cious promiles, Lo, I am witn vou, and, My GRACE
\IS SUFFICIENT FQR YOU. Be flrong, then, my brothers |
‘iMthe graces thatis in Chrift Fefus. Be faithful unto
cath, aud :_«; ﬁ.gﬂl be your reward in heaven. e




" 1. Alept my  EongrOtEIGROTS, On & IOIREN
nowbefore you. Ttis a number of years, fincey:
aged and worthy paftor* has been taken o efm« “his'
public labors, by reafon of bodily 1nﬁrmltle§,'¢and-ﬁ.;§eg.
he has been removed, by death. Fora long periodsy
you have been in a deftitute ftate, involved in darknefs
and difficulty ; and, though there1s not, on this occa~
fion, a perfect unanimity among you, which we feeling-:
ly regret, and, towards the diffatisfied, would exercife
2 candid and tender fpirit; yet, we cannot but indulge
a hope, that your trials are, in a meafure, pafling over,
and that brighter and more joyful profpetts are, this
day, opening to your view. God grant, t.hat our hope
may not prove delufive. We rejoice with you, that
the great Repairer of breaches, and Head of the
Church, has, at length, led you to the choice of one,
to take the paftoral care of you. who, by his own con-
fent, is about to be {et over you in the Lord, who, we
gruft, is qualified for this 1mportant office, and who,
we hope, will approve himfelf @ paflor after God’s owm
heart. May he be arich and lalting blefling to youy
that you and your children may have occafion to re-
joice, in the tranfactions of this day.
From my long and particular acquaintance with him,

I might fay many things in his favor. Upon INquIrys
you will find his charafter to be good.  I'rom his cra-
dle, it has been uncxceptionable ; and I hope, he will
ftill maintain a good report, ampng you. 1 truft that
you will find in him a dilpofition, that is amiable, and
a heart, {incerely engaged in the promotion of your
fP“:HU’dl good. I doubt not, but he will feel his obli-
gations, and ufe his endeavors, to be faithiul, in the
difcharge of his paltoral duties.

#
The Rev, Jamgs Cuanprer,
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»';‘,Bé not wanting to him, my brethren, on your R
in teftimonies (Zf refpett and affe@ion. Be candid,
towards him. Treat his f(‘lelingg, and his l'eputation,
with tendernefs. Never be difpofed to indulge a cen-
forious and uncharitable fpirit, {o as to magnify his hu-
man infirmities, into wilful errors 3 but rather vejl
them, with a mantle of love, Be much In prayer to
God, for him; and encourage his heart, by pun&u-
ally attending his minifirations, and by profiting under
them. I know ofno greater joy, which a minifter can
kave, than to fee and hear, that his people walk in the
truth ; - and that he has precious fouls, as feals of his
miniftry.

- Liberally and cheerfully fupport him; that he may
not have occafion to embarafs himfelf, in fecular cares,
to provide for his own ; but that he may have leifure, to
devote himfelf to the duties of his profeflion. - When
God, therefore, {miles upon your labors, and gives
you-occafion to rejoice in the bounties and bleflings
of his providence, forget not to rejoice the heart of
the Leuvite, that is within your gates.

«If his opinion fhould happen not exaétly to agree
with your’s, in all points of doftrine, you muft be char-
itable and catholic. Remember. that each one has to
think for himfelf, and it is impoflible for all to {pecu=:
late alike. ¢« The beft of men differ ; their underftand-
ings differ ; various affociations have been accident- ,‘
ally formed, and different principles have bgeﬁl lnvn;;
Cently, and perhaps devoutly, admitted, whzcwa{gﬂ. (e
‘in a courfe of juft and fenfible reaff)*m"g; :"'0 o ]
 ceflarily lead to different conclufions. ]1\_0 :" ’% n:i
‘haps, ever thought exaétly alike, in g“ ts"vnagr‘i;ms’ puc
~ the opinions of men will be found to ealie et %
the features of the face. We mulft make 2057
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Cvine ond habits of thinking. There may be ¢

$3e 8 ion, without affeéting the eflential principles of
ty. Two perfons may differ in fpeculative fenu.

o . "
e ks o el
Lo

D hts, and both be good men.# - 0¥
" Guard, therefore, agzinft divifions and contentions.”

Letno root of bitternefs fpring uprand continué among
you. But cultivate a {pirit 'of‘brothcdy-‘]ove,md,mg

taal forbearance. Make it your conftant endeavor,
to keep the umity of the Sprrits wn the bond of peace ; and
God grant, that you may long know, how good, and how
pleafant, it isy for brethren to dwell together wn unity. -

{ clofe with a brief addrefs to this numerous Affem-
bly. , ' 1
You have this day heard, my chriftian friends, the:
motives, which you have, to prattife duty and accept
the offers of falvation ; and can you wifh for motives
more weighty or perfuafive? By the goodnefs of God,

s

by the compaflion of Jefus Chrift, by the evil confe-

* When Luther heard fome called Zutherans, and fome, Zuinglians,
it pave him difpleafare. He entreated that his name might be kept
in filence ; and that none might be called Lutkerans, but Chriffians.
Who is Luther, he afked? The doétrine is not mine ; nor was I cra-
cified for any. Theapoltle would not have one calied of Pau/, and
a'n_cthcr of Apallos, and another of Cephas. Whence, therefore, fhall
this happen unto me ? Shall the children of God be called by vile
names ? Away with the idea. O friends ! Away with fchifmatical
names,

| ‘The nominal diftin&ions, among Chriftians, have proved a fource
Of much contention and unhappine(s, in the wo:ld. . They have dif-
!g:ved the caufe of religion, and have had an evil influence upon the
peace an;d welfare of fociety. Bat why fhould mere names have {uch
weight ! Tho make diftinftions without a difference, and to dif-
fvfjlsb;m triflss, is unworthy of a reafonable mind.  Chriftians |
£ tia) s gfwi,l i‘g,‘o’f””d le‘(s, and Jove more. If we agree in the ei-|
riftianity, why need we controvert about modes and

fpeculat; ini s 1
peculative opinions ? [t is inconfiftent with the law of love, andin-

cempatible with the chriftian charaéter.
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quences of fin and the torments of hell, and by th

pi‘eafures of virtue, and the joys of heaven beyno\g
perfuaded to.embrace the Savior, and parta,ke of the
banquet of his love. Come, for all things are now ready.
Why will you let carnal affe&tions con{pire againft your
peace, fo as to make you refufe the gracious invita-
tions of the Golpel ? Why will you fin againft God, and
thereby wrong your own fouls, as well as dishonor him ?
Let us all be more wife for ourfelves, and, without de-
lay, fecure an intereft in Jefus, that we may be prepared
for a peaceful death, and for a happy immortality.

A large affembly naturally reminds us of that all im-
portant day, when we muft meet an afflembled world,
o¢ the bar of God; and the probability is that I fhall
never meet you all together again, till that day. Fare-
wiLL till then. May God make us all faithful in his fer-
vice here, that in the confummation of things, we may
be found of him in peace ; and be received into the
bleffed world above, to join iie general affembly and
Church of the forft born, which are written in heaven, to C€s
lebrate, in exalted ftrains, the praifes of JEHOVAH and
of the Lams, for everand ever,
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Mr. Braman, : .,

" FOR as much as the church and congregation in

this Second Parifh of Rowley have chofen and called

you to be their Pastor and TEacHER, 2nd have now

publicly renewed it, and you have publicly fignified.
your acceptance of the fame-—and as this Ecclefiaftical
Council, convened for the purpofe of ordaining you,

have received fatisfaction, upon a careful examination
of all matters relative to the fame, ¢ That the way is
clear to proceed ;” We, the faid Council, do, 1n the
name of the great Head of the Church, in the wufual
way of thefe churches, by prayer and laying on of
hands of the Prefbytery, now ordain you to be a Minifter
of the Gofpel of Jelus Chrift ; and,in {pecial, to be the
Paftor, Teacher and Overfeer, or Bifhop, of this flock
of God, to preach the word of God, to feed Chnft’s
theep and his lambs, to adminifter the facraments of
the New Teftament ta the vifibly qualified fubjetts,
and to performall the other parts of the minifterial and
paftoral office to this whole flock,and in every part of
the Lord’s vineyard, and to all men, as you {hall have

opportunity and a call, inan orderly way, but in afpe-
ctal manner, in this church and congregation, as their
own ftated Paftor and Teacher, over whom the Holy

Gholt now maketh you an Querfeers e |
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Given by the Rev. Mr. Daxa, of Ipfuwich,

Dear Brother,
YOU are now exprefsly feparated, under the author-

1ty of Jefus Chrift, to the miniltry of the everlafling
golpel, and the paftoral charge of the {econd church
and COngregation in Rowley.

And whereas it is of great unportance to the honor
oflefus Chrift, the edification and comfort of his pco-
ple, the falvation of many ready to perifh, and the wel-

4r¢ of your own foul, that you faithfully difcharge the
ruft committed to you, we charge you, before God, and
the Lord Fefus Chrifty who will judge the quick and the dead,
at.lus appearing and kingdoms 1'AKE HEED TO THE MIN-
ISTRY, WHICH THOU HAST RECLIVED IN THE LLORD,
THAT THOU FULFIL 1T, ferving the Lovd with all huwmal-
¥y of mund, and watching for fouls, as onc, who mufl give
gecount. ’
. Forthis end, Tuke heed unto thy ¢lf. Sce,-dear bro-
ﬂlf—t, that your own heart be fricndly to the Redeem-
€rsantereft, and that the heavenly religion, you are
%0 preach. to others, be the model of your own lifes
\ 9ok wellto the principles, whichaéiuate you. Keepthy
eart anih all ddigence, Be notentangled with the affairs
casille, ©  Be fober, vigilanty iemperate in all thingsy and
Jier righieoufncfs, godlincfs, fauth, love, patience

e -
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Tefus Chrift, feed the theep, and feed the 1. ;
unto all, their portion in due feafon.—T} 3 ontha

do this, with the greater advantage, give di i"?
know their ftate ; cultivate a Chrift-tike tendernefs to-
wards them ; and let your addreffes, pub‘lic,én i niivate
all difcover, not a clear head only,‘Bﬁ; a heart g’t‘ '
truly loves them, and ardently wifhes 'dféit'_ a-

b

‘,‘

«N

s bl

on. ‘ - ;
[: Preach the word. Iet the Rewelation, which Cod |
1iimfelf hath given of his nature, mind and will, be the
ground work of all your teaching. And take heed un-
to your-doétrine, that it be always conformable. Benot
afhamed of the Gofpelof Chrift.  Deliver itin its own fim-
plicity ; and avoid the oppofitions of fcience, falfely fo called,
which fome profeffing, have erred concerming the faith. _
. Apply yourlelf with fpecial diligence ¢o teflify thcg(f-“
pel of the grace of Ged. Declare the freenefs and the
riches of it. Illuftrate it from the ruined ftate and
guilty charaéter of man, the objeétofit. State the way
of falvation, with all poffible plainnefs ; and #efhify, to
all perfons, repentance toward Gody and faith toward ;th

Lord Fefus Chrifi. o} o
Preach Chrift in all his offices ; and, byevery ferip-
tural method of perfuafion, compel finners to come 17,
and fubmit them(eclves to him, that they may have life
Preach evangelical holinefs, in all 1ts branchci‘;lﬂf
mark what thofe dotrines are, whichare to m
Jantly affirmed, To TH1s END, that theys who- have -
iﬂ;ﬁods may be cm}[ul to ma?t?n good works. -
\ Beinflant in feafon, out of feafon : repTovEs L
with allfuthorit_{',, angm;it/ }Il Glz:;gﬁl X’ ing ;‘i— ool
‘declare the whole counfel o ! s a S QS
‘man, warn €very m:—-And, be pure from ng

ﬁy‘mm. | ‘ ‘ ‘ _ _’gi"; :

b
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~ Wemo over give you in charge to adminili. a
faﬁfameng the new teftament to the Proper { Xs

and difpenfe the difcipline of the houfe of God wiy
impartiality and prudence, Courage and compaffion.—
Let no man defpifz thy youth : Neither lord it over God's
heritage ; but be an example to all the flock, in word, in con-
verfation, in charity, in fpirit, in faith, in purtty—in alf
things, approving thyfelf as a miniftey of God.

Neglet not the gift that is in thee. Give attendauce to
reading, to meditation : And above all, give yourfelf to pray-
¢7 5 and depend on the promiled prefence of Jefus
Chrit—For, who s fufficient for thefe things 2 4

Believe, for your encouragement, in him, who hath
faid, My grace is fufficient for gou. And, if you fhall pp.
tarn mercy of the Lord, to be Jaithful, in his work, know
that when the cl.ief Shepherd fhall appear, you fhall receive
a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

Keep therefore this charge unrebukable, and the Jame com-
it unto faithful men, as you fhall be called thereto, Grace

0¢ with thee—The Lord Jefus be with thy fpirit,

AMEN.,
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JHE Apoftle John, a man, whofe heart slowed with

as pure a flame of unfeigned benewv:

1y, in his own age, or peyhaps in angm -, ‘
le general, to all the*followers of ( i, obfe
Thats wirich we have feen and heard, declare we unto yous:
ye may have that fcllow/hip z_uz:f/z us ; and h‘@b’ our
fiip is with the Father and with his fony. 7gquCW Y
Hence, we may obferve, that the ﬁlloay/ﬁzﬁ,‘ Wmd |
the golfpel requires, is with the great Father of the'mki,
verfe, with his Son, Fefus Chrift, and With all thefey
who are eyidently his followers and friends, through-
out his extenfive dominions. M i
The Union of thele compofes that infinite bundle of eter=
nallife;in which the louls of the redeemed fhall be bound
up, and lealed for a happy, a never ending eternity.
From the Apoftlc’s conduét, in declaring to his fel-
low chriftians, what he had feen and heard, of the
great things of the Golpel, welearn, that the fcllowﬂli_a,
which our divine Lord and Mafter requires of us, is
founded upon likenefs of fentiments, likenefs of affec-
tions, and likénels of purfuits. Without agood dcgrcg.
of thele, there can be nothing of that exalted and. luba
lime barmony, which ennoblesand dignifies fociety,and
ratles the foul, to the higheflt pitch of felicity. ?y
mult, however, be careful to (liﬂinguiﬂl be&_qcen- -
cumflantials and effentials, in religion ; otherwile, w
fhall fall greatly fhort of that cvangelical fellowfh
which was the ornament, happinels, and glory of |
dilciples of vur common Lord and Mafter. |
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- of this kind affes the whole utkgchien

88 For it has been the great objetn of
divine attention from eternity. It excites theadmife
sion and delight of angels and faints, 1n the world of{
love, and joy ; the malice and rage of qgvlls; thg con-
tempt and ridicule of infidels ; the 2bfurd and ridicu-
lous triumph of deceitful and falfe profeflors ; and the
exceeding joy and humble hope of all the friends of
Zion. .

* The infinitelybenevolent and condefcending Prince

of peace, In carrying into execution his plll‘p(‘)fcs of
grace and mercy, has, from among men, commiflioned

ambafladors for himfelf, to preach the glad tidings of
peace, toa rebel world, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prifon, to thofe, who are L‘o‘zz'pd, to
perfuade mankind to renounce every {elfifh puriuit,and
heartily embark in the great and glorious caufe, in
which the Triune God, and all his friends are encaged.
In a word, the great objcét of this embafly is, to pro-
mote a permanent fellowfhip, between the upper and
lower world.  For, it is the miniflry of reconcitiation, be-
tween God and man.  Bat all do net comply with the
racious propofals of heaven, made known to them,
by the ambaffadors for Chrift. To hold up, to the
~world, therefore, this important friendfhip and fellow-
- fhi , between God and his friends, the blefled jefus has
~ inftituted the fignificant fign of giving the right-hand
~ to thofe, who arc introduced,aslaborers, intothe vine-
~ yard of the Lord ; a fign pleafing to the friends of
Zion ; but terrible, to her encmics, as an army with
T A - |
The giving of the 7ight-hand, in this public and
n manner, is an expreflive token of ou y










