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The 26th of January following, the church voted to give their can-
didate a call to settle with them in the work of the gospel ministry.
The society having concurred, and an affirmative answer being
given, the 7th of June, next sueceeding, was appointed for the ordi-
nation ; which took place accordingly, and that sacred connexion
was formed between minister and people, which through the tender
mercy of our God has continued to this time. The ordination, it
will be perceived, was thirty-five years ago the 7th of June last,
and was a little more than eight years after the decease of the
former minjster.

At that time, there was an unhappy division in the society. In
the opposition there were respectable people, who, doubtless, were
conscientious in what they did. Some there might be, as is usual
1n such cases, whose motives were not the best. The prospeet was
thought to be gloomy by not a few. Some of the council hesi-

‘tated in regard to the expediency of proceeding to ordination.
After the solemn act was performed, it was confidently predicted
that the connexion would not continue two years. But He who
has the hearts of all men in his hand, and the soyereign disposal
of events, has seen fit to order it otherwise, showing us how little
we can depend on our own foresight and conjectures in respect fo
future events, Qf the disaffected persons, some left the society
and wunited with other denominations; some removed from the
place; a few, it is believed, became sincere friends, The greater
part of them are now in the eternal world. The same may be said
of those who were active in favor of the seftlement. Most of them
are gone fo reap the rewards of obedient believers, or to experi-
ence the awful doom of them that obey not the gospel. Over two
hundred and eighty, in all the pansh, have died during my ministry
among you. '

Since the interesting period alluded to, we have had our trials,
probably more and greater than those, that have caused repeated
separations between minister and people 1n various places. But

divine providence mercifully suvstained us under them, the Lord

- helped us, and carried us through unburt as to our outward con-

dition; and we may hope, that as to some, they have conduced to
the welfare of the soul. It now clearly appears to haye been the
will of God that we should continue together till this day.

Different sects have risen up ameng us from time to time. Some
of them have had their day and disappeared; thus proving, if Gam-

aliel may be considered a competent judge, that their counsel was

not of (God.  Be this as it may, our school-house preachers, some
oy
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of them, it is thought, have done much to corrupt the principles
and morals of our youth and children; but the spirit of the Lord,
mercifully lifting up his standard, has greatly counteracted the
evil. Whatever discrepancy of religious opinions may have pre-
vailed among the different sects, they seem to have held one sen-
timent in common, that it was a duty, at least expedient, to make
as many proselytes as possible to their own party, regardless of
the injury done to others. Accordingly, unwearied efforis have
been made, and the most subtle artifices used, to decoy the young
and unwary, drawing them from their stated place of worship, on
the pretext that they should hear something new and entertaining.
By such means, persons of this sort have been led away, too often,
it is to be feared, without giving themselyes the trouble to inguire
whether they should be likely to hear the gospel of Christ, or
some other gospel which Christ and his apostles, were they on
earth, would not approve. It is a question whether any religious
society in New-England was ever more warmly beset on all sides,
before and behind, on the right hand and on the left, and by those
who made it too evident that they wished her ruin, than this has
frequently been. But hitherto hath the Lovd helped us. The soci-
ety has withstood all attempts to divide and destroy it. The
chorch has stood like a rock in the sea, firm and unmoved, amid
the dashing wayes; and if, as we believe, she 1s built upon a rock,
the rock of ages, she will stand, though earth and hell should com-
bine against her.

Both the church and society are larger, and have been more
flourishing, of late, than at any former period. The church now
consists of about one hundred and thirty members. One hundred
and sixty have been received by profession and letier since my
settlement with you; almost half of them since the revival of last
year. Seventy, including several® that now stand propounded,
have made profession within little more than a year, and some
have been added from other churches, There are still non-profes-
sors among us, who, it is believed, are friends of Christ, and it is
hoped, will soon become so valiant for the truth, aud be so drawn
by love, as to openly and heartily espouse his cause.

For what the Lord has done to sustain and prosper us, as a
church and society, we would bless his holy name. That we are
wholly dependant on him for the building up of his Zhon among
us, notwithstanding all the means we may use, there is striking

* These have since been admitted to the chureh.
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evidence in the difference of the results of our two protracted
meetings. The preaching and the other services, taken collec-
tively, were doubtless as good at the meeting of this year as at the
last; but how different was the eflect produced! The last year,
nearly er quite a hundred in private professed hope in Christ; the
present, one or two. This may seem a mystery to some; buf the
following Scripture will solve it. < The hand of the Lord was
with them; and a great namber believed, and turned unto the
Lord.” When God is pleased to bless the word of the preacher,
great good is done; but if he withhold his blessing, the most pun-
gent truth is ineflicient; all labor and efiort will be fiuifless.
There might be circumstances, however, at the time and after the
last meeting, tending to divert the minds of men from the concerns
in which all ought to feel the most deeply interested. We are of
the earth, earthly, and easily hindered from secking the welfare of
the soul.

The present is somewhat of an important era in our history. I
speak in regard to the alteration made in this house of God, and
to circumstances connected with it. This house was built m the
year 1769, one year hefore your present minister was born. The
dedication sermon was preached by the celebrated Mr. White-
field. An anecdote of those times should not be omitted here.
The building of a new house, at some little distance from the spot
where the old one stood, caused considerable excitement and divi-
sion. Three men, of some property and influence in the society,
were so disaffected with the meagure that they made a solemn,
but certainly a very rash promise, that they would never set their
feet within the new house. What they supposed would be
thought of their promise in heaven, we have not the means of
knowing. But this we do know, the Lord heard it, and, we are
told, he ratified it in amost awful, and to them, doubtless, unexpect-
ed, manner. Before the house was finished and fit for use, those
three men had done with houses made with hands, and with ali
sublunary things, and were gone where a building with God is
indispensable to the happiness of the soul. Vows and promises
of this kind do not argue a very high state of pious feeling in
those who make them, and had better never be uttered. But to
return to this house of God. Since its erection, it has undergone
such occasional repairs as were thought needful. Of late it has
been deemed advisable, by many, both to repair and to alter the
internal structure of the building, supposing if would conduce to
convenience and ernament. Others of the society entertained a
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different view ot the matter, and as we all know, some unpleasant
feelings have existed among us, This question it is not my prov-
ince to decide, nor would it be proper, perhaps, to give an opinion
upon it, We need not criminate the motives of either party; or
suppose they had any bad design in the affair. It is no wonder
that persons should be attached to the form of the house of wor-
ship, which they have been accustomed to behold from their child-
hood. The thing is perfectly natural; and doubtless some sin-
cerely thought, the proposed alteration would be no real improve-
ment, but a needless expense, a waste of time and money, and the
cause of much evil. With these views, they could not enter hear-
tily into the cause, nor cheerfully give it a helping hand, as those
could, who thought differently upon the subject, and subscribed
liberally to promote it. The work is now done, and we are con-
strained to say, it appears to be peatly, and faithfully done, and is
beautiful to the eye.

As an abstract question, we do not hesitate to say, it is a com-
mendable thing to wish and endeavor that the house of God should
appear neat and handsome, not to say, elegant. David, though a
king, thought with deep regret of his living in a house superior to
that which contained the ark of God, and was the place of public
worship; and wished to erect a superb building for the service of
his Maker. What he desired, his son Solomon accomplished, and
built a “house for the Lord that was exceeding magnifical, of
fame and glory throughout all countries.”” Kzra could say
‘¢ Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers, which hath put such a
thing as this in the King’s heart to beautify the house of the Lord
which is at Jerusalem.” There is danger; however, lest we be
too much carried away with pomp and show, and forget that God
is a spirit, who must be worshipped in spirit and in truth. This
thought should ever be in mind; that, whatever be the appearance
of the place of worship, God is holy, he requires a holy service,
and holiness becomes his house forever. May this house be ever
holy to the Lord. We pray God here to record his name, here to
delight to dwell, bere to clothe his priests with salvation, and
cause his saints to shout for joy. In this sacred desk, may all his
counsel be declared, and ne erroneous doctrine ever be suffered
to proceed out of the mouth of the speaker, Here, will the Lord
ever bless his truth, and canse many to be born again of the in-
corruptible seed. May all who bave labored in repairing and
beautifying this house, all who have contributed to the cause, all
who wish well to our Zion, seeking her welfare and peace, in fine,
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! all who shall ever enter this house to worship God and to hear his
word, be blessed with the light of his countenance, and the joy of
his salvation, and at last be admitted into his glorious house above,
where they shall see his face and enjoy his presence forever.

Having thus rapidly gone over the space of a hundred years;
and glanced at some of the principal objects that were to be met
on the way, considering the various and checkered scenes, which,
as a church and people, we have been called to witness, the many
supports and consolations in affliction, deliverances from trouble,
and the good degree of success which has attended our labors and
efforts in ministerial, ecclesiastical, and parochial concerns, and
the efficacy which the divine word has had from time to time to
convert sinners and purify the saints—seriously considering these
things, we are constrained, again and again, to repeat the language
of the text, ¢ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” We know that
without his compassionate regard, without his supporting arm, and
merciful aid, our church would long ere now Lave ceased to exist,
the society would have been feeble and helpless, if not extinct,
and there would have been a famine of the word of the Lord, a
famine of the means and ordinances which we now enjoy. Those,
who sought to scatter and destroy us, would have prevailed. ¢ If
it had not.been the Lord who was on our side, now may Israel
say; if it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when men
rose up against us; then they had swallowed us up quick, when
their wrath was kindled against us.” :

By our past experience of his goodness; as well as by his pre-
cious promises, we are encouraged still to trust in God, not doubt-
ing that he will still be with and bless us, that he will here sustain
us i trials, and defend us from evil, that he will here maintain his
cause, and build up his church ; preparing many sons and daugh-
ters for glory. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble. Therefore will we not fear. They that trust in
the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but
abideth#orever.”” Certainly, if the Lord be on our side, we need
not fear any spiritual foes. We shall come off conquerors and
more than conquerors over them all. But, it should ever be re-
membered, if we would have the Loxd on our side, we must be on
hus side. We must be reconciled to God, and seek his glory by
obedience to his will in all things. That cannot be a right kind of
trust in God, which is unaccompanied with love and holy obedi-
ence. Again,

If we would trust in the Lord to do us good, we must try to pro-
mote our own good. God works by means, not by miracles ; and
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" if he intends to build us up as a church in the holy faith of the gos-
~ pel, and to prosper us as a religious society, he will male use of
our efforts for thisend. Do you ask what we are to do ? I answer,
vour minister must faithfully declare all the truth in the fear of
God, without so much as stopping to inquire whether it will be ac-
ceptable to the hearer ornot. Doing this, and aiming to act in all
things in accordance with the spivit of the gospel, endeavormg to
bring sinners to repentance, and to help christians on their journey
toward heaven, he might hope for the divine acceptance, and for a
blessing on his labors to the good of the people. The church must
arize, shake herself from the dust, and put on her beautiful gar-
ments of salvation. Individual members must arise, trum their
Jamps, and let their light shine, for the benefit of those who are in
davkness, that they may be conducted to the path of life. Let the
chureh do this, and she may hope the Lord will bless and build her
up. Sinners must awalke, hear the alarming truths of the gospel with
self-application, saying each one to him or herself, I am the man, I
am the woman, I the youth, I the child. This is the word of the
Lotd to me, and if I refuse to hear and obey, I refuse at my peril.
I have an immortal sou), and that soul, which I have hitherto neg-
lected, and rendered odious to God by my sins, that soul is in jeop-
ardy, it is in danger of being cast off and destroyed forever. I will
turn to the strong hold now, while I am a prisener of hope; I will go
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and seek redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sius, before the door of hope is shut. Those
who will do thig will secure their own salvation. And if all this
people will do it, why then they will all be saved, and the church
here will appear all glorious, holding up light fo all around her.
There are other daties, which, if we would promote the prosper-
ity of the church and society, must not be neglected. We must
take a deep interest in their welfare ; not only such, as the pious
and benevolent take in the welfare of the church universal, and of
society in general, but such likewise as the dutiful and affection-
ate child feels for the peace, prosperity, and happiness of his
father’s house, and of all his dear connexions, True christian
benevolenee, call it disinterested, or impartial, or by any other
name, does not preclude the idea of a special regard for one’s
own, for the family, church, and society, to which he belongs.
We ate to love our necighbot as we love ourselves. The idea is,
we must desire his happiness as we desire our own, we must for-
bear to injure him in person, name or estate, we must do him
good, as we have opportunity, and seek the salvation of his soul.
But who ever thought a man is required to look as minutely into
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the concerns of another as into his own, or that he is under neo
greater obligation to his own family, to counsel and instruct them,
to provide for them, and to endeavor to promote their interest,
than he is to the family of his neighbor ¢ The apostle condemns
the man, who provides not for his own house, as unworthy the
christian name, and as even worse than an infidel. So ought we
to have special regard for the church and society with which we
are connected. We are under obligations to them which we are
not under to any other. We ought to know more of their con-
cerns than we can expect to know of the concerns of any other,
and to do more for them than we are called to do for those with
whom we haye no particular connexion. We are to do what we
can to prevent discord, and to promote the peace and prosperity
of our society. This all its real friends will not fail to do.

One thing we ought specially to observe, that is, not to predict
evil to ourselves, not to say, out society is in danger of being
broken up, that its foes are many, and its friends disheartened,
and we fear our difficulties will not be removed. There is no
cause for these fears and dismal {orebodings, and no good can
come of expressing them. Hillerio hath the Lord helped us, and
if we will trust in him, and do our duty in other things, we believe
e will continue to help us, causing us to abide under his shadow,
and to share richly in his goodness.

Another thing we shall do well to observe; it is, to do mothing
in any way to promote that which we view to be a false religion,
a perversion of the gospel of Christ. Certain it is, we cannot
understandingly promote a bad cause, and be innocent. We can-
not do it without offending Ged, and exposing ourselves to experi-
ence the weight of his just indignation. DMy brethren and friends,
let us all be valiant for the truth, and contend against error of
every kind, not with carnal weapons, but with those which are-
spiritual, and which the great Captain of our salvation has pro-
vided, and we may hope for success in our warfare. Let us alt
devote ourselves to God, to seek his glory, and the interests of the
great Redeemer’s Kingdom in the world, particularly in the place
where he hath appointed the bounds of our habifation. ‘Pray
for the peace of Jerusalem 3 they shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.
For my brethren and companions’ sake, I will now say, Peace
be within thee. Becausé of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek thy good.”

Here I might stop; but one word more to my dear people may
not be unseasonable or improper. The connexion between us has
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