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In thinking of the history of the Congregational Church in Georgetovmn
one has to think of the history of Rowley, because Georgetown for meny years
was a part of Rowley.

About 1637 or 1638 a group of people came over from England under
the leadership of Ezekiel Rogers, who sometimes is spoken of as Mr. Rogers
and sometimes as the Reverend Ezekiel Rogers and spent a number of months,
perhaps a year, in meking up their mind where along the Massachusetts coast
they would settle. They decided on Rowley and the settlement of Rowley was made
in 1639. Rowley included sbout the same width on the coast that the town
~ now includes but extended back to the Merrimack River so that Bradford and
Grovelsnd and Georgetown and a narrow strip of Boxford were all included in the ﬁa%u%p
area. Very shortly)surveyors and exploring parties were sent into the western
part of the area looking for suitable cattle pastures and perhsps looking for
building sites, but peskess not paying much attention to thaet at that time.
Probably the first grant was to one Rader (?) whose land was over in the
area at the south of Baldpate Pond. Angf”t/l‘l‘ej family named Brockelbank hed a
grant that was along West Main Street, perhaps between Pentucket Pond and
Bock Pond. But there was no permsnent settlement on these until John Spofford
had arraﬁged with the town to move into this eres and bring his femily and hed
established a permanent home. They came, I think, in 1669, thirty years after
the torn had been settled. They went up on to Spofford's Hill as we calleé it
and built their home,

Everybody went to church in those days. If they did not they were
punished and Spofford was ﬁgiply quickly followed by other families so that
there were ten or a do%eqﬂliving in this part of the tomm by 1700.

The perish of By field had been set off from Rowley a year or two
before Georgetown, or this villege decided that they wanted to be set off as a

separate parish. And bradford had been set off and Bradford included Groveland.

Grovelsnd did not become a separate town until much later than we were separated
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from Rowleys People here had to go to the mother villagajcwﬁkoﬂw, or to
Byfield, which ever was more convenients Apparently many of them wnet to

Byﬂelduﬁtﬂzmtheygétrmtofmammthisammmt
Congregational orgsnization, those who were erimgl nembers, came out from

the Byfield Church, In 1781, possibly they hed started it tae yeer befors,

but in 1751 there was buil i.:;;:_,d&m on Bast Hain Street near what we call Pillsbury

,}. ; ;
lane o mall building to serve as o church, . That lasted for some 55 or 40

- years end for a muwber of years bafore they abendoned that church there had been
the feeling thet they chould have a better church or a larger church and the
second church was built in the ares between Elm Street and Chestnut Street and
East Main Street, snd the place s todsy cometimes nown es Chureh Green.

» The Church chose as ibs first niniéter, "fééaes Chandler and Jemes
Coandler geenc to have been ons of those who were imcluded in the original
founders of the Church, BHe wee o gmduat.é of Barverd, & young ‘nan, full of
.msr.gy and be merved this Church, I think, 57 ysers, He had interests outside
of the Church thet heve loft an impression on various 4w« li/ of 1life. '
47

He was an expert on fruit, he haod meny varieties of applee snd % ‘
deal with grapes end did s grest deal with gardenings Always Shi wind sty was
8 leader in civic affsirs s well as in oimreh affeire So thet it is not sur-
prising that he took an sctive part in all the activities of the tainq I do
not imow anything ebout schools of theology but the people herg} probably few
of them were hlessed with what we call high’sducation, but they gave a grest
deal of thought to their religiom and some of them weve Calvinists and some of
them were Armenisns and there were heated .diseasvsions over the sermons, over
the  doctrines that were preached end it led to perhaps, you would say,
8 good deel of friction and yet the .church clung togathw/\tshmagh the early

yearss
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There were some people that felt they wented & different doctrine and a
few left the Church, spoken of as Separatisis and they went over into the
edge  of Groveland - what we call Queker Hale Corners - and after the First
Church was sbandoned they bought the frame and moved it om% they mni
a church for themselves. mﬁ”z.am becane aszociated with the First Bap‘bijﬁt
Church of Haverhill and later they were formed into a Baptist Church and were
the forerunners of the present Baptist Church in this towns A&fter lre
Chandler died there wee & period of eight years during which the Church heard
over 60 cendidetes. Seversl were celled but for one reason or other declined
and finally they called Isasc Braman, He was o Hesrvard graduste and slthough
the Church had voted to eall him, he had sccepted the call, when it came to a
council to examine him as to ordinetion, the council met in the forenoon and
convened for the whole day end it wes not until very late in the day thet &
vobe was pasced to suthorize his ordinstion. As I say, he becane the second
Pastor and he hed 8 long pastorates I think that before Mre Chendler had
died they had cslled one Aesociate and during Mr. Breman's tour or term of
office they had sevoral Associmbes who took mach of the load off from the
Senilor Pantor.

Br. Brapan lived up on &poi’fm;wi‘s Hille T hed been told that
he lived in & house thet stood ebout,wheve George Bartlett lives now emnd it
is said thet he had no time pilece, that on the Sebbath moraing he watched
for the going down the hill of one of the spaffordsﬁlim father out
then he did, & wen who in some way kept trock of the time snd wae slweys in
time for the sa::vice. 8o when thot man went by the Reverend gentlomen knew
it was ti Aﬁ::ﬂ;%vm for church and he arrived, .

A1l through the ministry of Mre Chendler snd through the ministry
of Mre Bramsm it was the custom to havsemaiong sermon in the wmorning,
then en adjournment for perhaps two hours and thenm a long sermon, but not quite

go long ag the morning sermon, in the efternoon and in the two hour recsss it
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it was the custom to listen to a lecturej sometimes the minister delivered the
lecture and sometimes the deacons, or some of the older members of the church,

conducted it, And I gather that that was & free~for-all discussion. When the

sermon was being delivered there wes no discussion but during the lecture period
they could discuss the germon and whatever points the lecture brought ups

Huech attention ﬁas given to the conduct of the memberss If one reads
the record of the early days they see that members were sometimes diseiplined
and on one or two occasions, I think, they were cast out of the church because
of their conduct. The sttitude of the esrly parishoners as to intoxicantes was
different then it later became but there still was & strong feeling in support
of temperance, Bult everybody had some stimulant in the house and it is saild
that sometimes when ministers carried out the long estsblished custom of calling
on as many of the psrishoners on New Year's Dey as they could that each goodwife
served something to refresh him and thet Mry Bromen did not alweys get home
without some assistance.

And the Church during ¥r. Bromen's period had fallen very low in
membership, It seeme to me that in some address that he made, or in some letter

ar +rvw Tiraes
that he wrote he stated thet, there were only twelve male members left on the
rolls, He doesn't say how many femeles members. But they tock on more members,
of course, and there were some who left because of, well, there was & Universalist
feeling grew up here and a&s you know the Universslists mly in the 1800's
built a church and there were other secte which flourished for e time but did
not lasgt long but took strength from the Congregational church.
; The early church had no bells It wasn't long after 1800, I think,

that they teok up a subscription and bought & bells I have slways understood
that the bell was a Paul Revere bell and there is a motto on the bell that
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indicates that it wee made in the Revere Bell Casting VWorkes I think Groveland
claims that they have the only true Revere bell in this area snd somsone has
said that possibly our bell was made by the firm vhen it was conducted by
Paul Rever¥s sons after he had passed one

The church that stood on #ke Church Green out in front of Everett
Spaulding's house had a cupola snd weather vene, and the weather vene was &
lerge cockerelj and when the Church was torn down, in some wey,s that westher
vene got into the hends of somebody who donated it to the Baverhill Historieal
Societys One dasy a few vesrs ago when Allen Wild  was visiting the Historieal
Society he ssw the weather vane and the curator or whoever was showing him
sbout said 16 S T4 e & miluence snd sedd he should Hhink thet we would wand
it and Allen Wild  very quickly grabbed it snd brought it bome with him and
we have had it ever sinces Ve sequired in a somevhal similer way & rather
beautiful eross which stood etop the Central Congregational Church which stood
about opposite the City Hall in Heverhill and verlous orginisations were trying
to get the cross snd somebody suggested to the mayor of Hoverhill that the
Georgetown Church would like it end he said "Take it teke it with you, That
will relieve me of & great burdens® I don't think thet we have ever been sble
to aakg;z.e of that and it has no comnection with our history in any ways

Associate Pastors that m%e a Mry Prince, Mr, Pond, snd a Mrs
Harshy I think, And elther Mr, Prince or Mr. Pond had weakened his health
by over-study and ended & very short life while he was serving this church and
is buried in Harmony Cemeterys A few years sgo relatives ceme to Church one
Sundsy morning end made themselves known and asked to be directed to the
cemetery so that they could gee the grave and ab that time we had a mmber of

m/m Mamofmemcmm!iniamﬁasw(nhiehml '

guess is called the office) end were able to show him a picture of his doceased
relative, which pleased him very wmuche

The Church, after Mr, Bremsn had finished his lomg pastoraste, called
Chsrles Beecher, one of the celebrated Beecher fumily, 2 half brother to
Henry Ward Boecher and a helf brother, I think, to Harriet Deecher Stowss The
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doctrines were altogether too advanced for & grest meny of his heerers - it led
to & split in the Churchs I bhave been told that the Church voted to dismiss
him ané the perish voted to retain him and he steyeds And of those who were
dissatisfied, a lerge rumber of them withdrews

I suppose becavse it was diffieudt to hest == 8o large 2 building
‘28 the Church they hed bullt a chepel which stood, I think, just zcress En
Street from the Church itself right shere Elm Street loaves East Mzin Streets
zmmmtmmmz-mbemuwmmumwntm
in thet/vieinity, Mnd they took that snd used thet ze their place of worship
mitil they were offered an edifice by George Pesbody snd of course whon the
Memoriel Church, se some of us rememboer 1%, was built on East Mein Street where
the perking ares now is, they worshipped there and the chapel was soléd after
ambsf of years to the Catholic organizetion, the arch diogese; or whatever
12t ailliedy snd thay Botih 1t over fnto & fethelite Gwreh, W s8ill have
smong our funds s thousand dollars lmown =3 the Chapel Pumd and it is said
that thet iz the monoy that was cbieined from the Catholies for the little
chepele

#r, Deecher felt thet bis effmﬁﬁ not such that he should
continue snd he offered 4o rosign btut the Church deelined to sccept his resig-
ﬁaﬁiﬁfk&M§ﬁm,a&*ﬁem ‘s Mr, Becher was here for & number
of yeurs aud My, Beecher was not here., Normelly he was the Pestor of the Church
but he had other fieldsy I think he preached in Pemngylveniz for & while,
Yembars of his fomily were here ~ one of his daughters married and spent her
1ife here, Hra, Georgs W. Noyes, so that he ceme back from tiwe to time %o
visit his relatives and whemever he reiturned he offered im his resignstiony bud
it was many yesrs before the resignstion was sccepteds Hry Beeber did not
shey here very long and naturally the people that had left the Church had a
strong feeling against the mother Church and those who remained with the mother

mwnmwmfmmﬁmmmaﬁm But I
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was plessed to see in reading an account of the dedication-of the Pesbody
Memorial Church thet the Pirst Church Hinister took part in the proceedings,
The feeling was such was that they did not cere %o belong to the seme Association
of Churches and we had alweys belonged to Essex North so the Memorisl Church
belonged $o Essex South and I should heve stated that in spealing of Hry
Chenglor that it wes in his parlor that the Essex Horth Asscciation wes formeds
He was active in bringing thet about end it is undoubtedly true that the first
mﬁagsmmhddigmhm,

After Hr, Beecher hed resigned snd Mre Besber had gone, the Church
_called Reverend Levi Rogers and he is the first of our ministers that I
reneuber a8 the pastor of our Churchs I met Mr, Becber yesrs afterwards but
it »as long efter he ceased to be connected with Georgetowns My, Rogers was
here for six or eight years, his wife dled while they were living here and
afber two or three yesrs he resigned and the next minister wes Reverend
Heary R, NoCarimeys Mr, McCartney was young and full of 1ife and & born fighter,
He was prepared to Dight vice, or juvenile delinquency or anything that came
up in the commnity, He bad & lot §o do with the formation of what was called
the Gedrgetowm Improvement Society. Thoy opened & reeding room and had &
geme roomy; checkers and various games and they had & nusber of nagazines and
& mumbeyr of daily sand weeldly papers apnd it was much patronized for a number
of yearss Then interest in that fell off shd My that dién't gos But he
wag very much interested in the schools and on several occasions when & teacher
was needed 48 4 substitube he wae very gled to be the substitubes I was in
mmm%tmmxrwwmﬁmmamamamma
principal) end Mr, McCariney came and took Mr. Fickett's classes for a mumber
of dayse

He was succesded by Reverend Frank P, Esisbrook, Nre Estabrook had
a wife and two or three children. They did a great deal of work with the
young peopls and his wife wes a very active worker in the Christien Endeavor
which was {lourishing in those doys. MAnd thinking of Christian Endemvor, it
mekes me think of a story thet I have %old that I have never been able to back
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ups I think that the second Christisn Bndeavor Soclety in Massecimpetts was
founded in this towns I expected thet Herbert Palmerts sunt, Hiss Mery Pelmer
would back me up in the statement but she wesn't able o %ell me thet that was
truos Bhe was & member of the Soclety but she did not mow that it wes the
second in the states The Dirst wes in Hewburyport, the flrst in this state,
gnd I am quite sure thet the Memorisel Church hed the second oney
. The Hemorisl Church had emong ite mewbers e Batemen femilye Theve
wap Loule Bateman, who rem the drug store for many yesrs end his sistersy
Sarsh and Blisebeth, and they were very much missionary mindeds They weve welle
to-do and geve 2 greet M@%mxx@a to nieslonery efforte, but they did
& grent desl to instill missionary ideas into the minds of the young snéd
Mervorcal
fhey oarrded on o progrom in t@ae/\ﬂhmah known 28 the Wide Awekesy They did not
m& 1te menberahip to attendence at the Memorisl Churchy they wore glad 4f
any of the people from the First Church, the young people, cared to joln mné
& few 4id bub lergely it wee a Memorisl Chureh effort and they did = grest
deal of mk that ehildren could éc; getting stulf together fo ship to achools
MMMym I remember that they brought to towm & woman who wis for
the time being living in Groveleonds I M% kmow how Lleng she lived in
Sibvidinli T bt bediive Asave die Neky pesyle she Teusibup Bevs Wit &
strapping, big, bleck woman ceame down to Memorisl Chuvch and spoke at &
mumber of services, Her husband was & white men and they hed a 1ittle girl
who wes, while she showed some of her mﬁmﬁs featuresy her color mﬁ;‘;‘f
white &g her fetherlsy I don?t yomewber what the wen's neme was but the
wifets name thet she saw fit to use was Madame Ombrey Loule Bepuranze Jey.
That name hap stuck in my nind all these years.And the efforts of the two
churches were sinilar end as long ago as Mry McCardney's pastorate here there
were people who felt that something should be done gbout bringing the two
groups together and inasmuch ss the Memordel Church appeared to be &
beputiful brick and browmstone edifice, it wes thought that we, with a wooden
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etructure, should sbandon our chursh end go %o that churchy There were those
1n our widet who f6lt vory differently sbout 4% and notising eane of the
offort, althoush 1t looked b one time as if it was going o be brought sbout,
mmmmwmmwmmwmmmmumwmm
WWmmmmwwwmﬁmmmmrmmw
_mMmmmwmmmwummcmwmm@mw
of the outalde off from the Church on all sidesy They discasdsd miwch of the
bmaw and lald a new eourse of brisk over the whole of the edifice with
the resdlt that it was never quite so bemuiiful s church afberwerd es it hed
besn heﬁﬂm«a dné though that cost & muber of thousands of dollery, it did
m&mmadafmmdomm%mwymm evary your or two, they
had & big (PONG, BONG, BOBG, BONG, BONG, SONG, BONG, BOWG, BONG) B431 of
espenge and i 1908 the condiflons wero such thed 1% s golng to take smother
‘enjor operation which the members of the Church felt they eould not stends
ummmmmm;smmmmmmm%wem.mmmk
#nd they ceme to our Ghuveh and wnited with us in, I thisk, Soptesber 1008y

Tue Uaited Church enlargsd 158 list of offfcersy I thisk we ked
tiwee doscons sad T think they usde 1t five. Yo stLl hed the double orgenize.
tion and the trustess wore made five instend of threes Mnd mewbers who hed
been sctive in the Memordel Church were glven office wnd every sffort was
made thet we seened to fnd sedleble to make both sldes heppy snd people were
vory maoh surprised thet we 44 vob heve a doukle atitendsnce, thet is; 2
congregation twive a0 big o8 1t hed forwmdly beens Pub on both sldesm, poople
who bed gone to the Plret Chevch snd people who hed gone 4o the Hemorial
Chuwchy thers gosmed to be & lotding down after the wnions We hed & betber
congregation d then we hed had in our Ohurch but 1% wesn®t the great mmbors
that they had hoped for, Bub it was e stronger ohureh snd 1t was wedoubtedl ¥
ammmmmmmmmmwummtnhmmm
instead of two because in wmany rospecte wer were much plrongers

Many people ¥mow the history of the Churchy Ithaﬁb'%ﬁae



sbandomment of the religious perty, it hed reverted to the helrs of George
Pesbody or to the trustees wnder the Wil of George Peabody and an effort was
nade to heve them turn it over to the tomn to be used as a town hell, We had
a conditidnal gift, 1% badn't beon somrletely turned over, but we were
ellowed to use 1% and 2 mwber of town meetings were held in the Church and
8 muber of soelol activitiesy In some way, the Church ore Sundsy morning
Just after some orgenizetion had hed & three-dsy earnivel or faiw, Sumdey
moruing the Church a3 foumd 4o be afire from one end to the other and every
ndl hole and eveny erevice awound the windows, moke was pouring out #nd in
gaste Hhet indlented that 1itile could be done to seve the buildlags Just st
that time the selectmen end fire depariment hed been heving some kind of &
mtrmemy and most of the Cesrgetom Fire Dopertaent bad gone down river
for e cuting amd the sslectwen eolled upos Haverhill and Heverhill sent down
amm and they did shat they could, but the thing wee too far gone
so thet there was nothing leoft bub the wells,

The Chmrch gftes Mr, Pstebrook hed celled Reverend Warven Pyoncis
Lowel) and he wa the mmﬁ@?’m Church mnion was made end he was hare
Por shout ton yeers. T think he wes followed by the Feverend Aethw Burroughs
and aftor ¥r, Durroughw, Reve Tovid Pike — then Bev. Mugh Peuney, then
Yo, Osarad, wd ¥r, Resmer end Ve Potevson, Me, Anderson snd Wry Honves end
T guess ¥vy Nonroe mad Mr, Anderson was the order —- end thew ¥r, Billings,
#ad e Ty Ooulthard, ma they ¥r, Fleaing,



