REVOLUTIONARY TIDBITS
By Christine Comiskey

Many times, while working on a historical resdaptoject, | come across something
that sends me off in a completely different direatiSuch was the case when | was looking
through old Rowley West Parish birth records andecacross this curious entry recorded by
Reverend James Chandlerchebald Dawson, son of Peter Dawson, a Britiddieo (who,
with his wife & three other soldiers & their wivdsie in the parish as prisoners of war) born 13
January, 1777.

| had never heard or read about prisoners of wiagbdespt in Rowley West Parish, so |

of course had to learn more. We had no knowngailwhere were they kept, and by whom?
Unfortunately, after hours of scouring the intermetd more hours pouring over the old hand-
written Rowley and Rowley West Parish records,nhea
away with little more than tired eyes. No mentidrihe
prisoners—very disapppointing. Their story will tiome to &
be a mystery. Maybe another resercher will solgemeday.
| am, however, grateful that Reverend Chandlertain @
about Archebald’s birth gave us a hint of thidditthapter in s
our history. %

However...l did come across another interestirigittid‘

in the Rowley recorddviarch 13, 1777: It was put to the j
town to see if they would build a house to putdiven’s
stock of ammunition in. Past in the negative. Voied part
of said stock be removed to the meeting houseeiliibist
Parish in said town and the selectmen to do theesatren a
suitable place iprepared for it.

They were storing ammunition in the meeting house, = =

where people worshipped? And the parishoiners tithve T bent 208
a problem with that? Yikes! Old South Meeting House




