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September 2023 

 
Rev. Holly’s Musings 
 
Dear Church,   
 
When was the last time you heard someone say, “Everything happens for a reason?” Or 
perhaps in a moment when you were grappling with how to explain something tragic, you 
blurted out this sort of helpful/not helpful expression.  Or how about the other biggie – 
“God won’t give you more than you can handle.”?  These both sound nice on the surface but 
dig at them a bit and we begin to squirm a bit.  
 
To say this to someone could very well lead them to wonder if they are weak because the 
illness they are facing is breaking them and they can’t handle it. This might lead them to 
ask, “Why does God want me to have this?”  
 
And there are some other expressions, like, “God helps those who help themselves.” Or 
“God said it, I believe it, that settles it.”  
 
Do you know other sayings that you really wonder about?  
 
This fall, we will explore in a sermon series the notion of Half-truths, based on a book by 
the same title by Adam Hamilton. These and other popular expressions are at best half true 
and at worst harmful and life-limiting when they are tossed around thoughtlessly, even if 
we have the best of intentions. They can cause more hurt than they help.  
 
But, what then do we do when we encounter someone who needs a voice of reassurance and 
hope? How best do we respond? What do we say to be truly helpful? The answer may seem 
obvious if you have been confused and irritated by these sayings. We’ll look at what might 
be a more helpful twist on these expressions, if possible. Or what to say instead!  
 
(Cont. on p. 3) 
 



From the Hill  2 September 2023 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Light The Church Fund 

Contributions for lighting the church can be made 
in memory of loved ones or in honor of someone 
special. If you would like to make a contribution 
or need more information please contact Robert 
Knapp at 978-352-7489. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study Continues  

Bible Study continues this fall starting Sept. 12th! 

Tuesdays at 10 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come share your gift of music! 
 
If you’re interested in helping us restart the choir, 
come to the church Tuesday September 5th at 
6:00PM. All that is needed is a desire to sing, 
whether you can read music or not. If you can't be 
there but are interested, please let Bob or Emily 
know. 
 

Bell choir will start Tuesday September 5th at 6:30 
PM. All are welcome though ability to read music is 
required. 
 

The World's Most Dangerous Church Band will 
begin rehearsals Tuesday September 5th at 7:30 
PM.  Ability to play an instrument preferred but 
there are other options! 
 

Any questions please speak to Emily or Bob Knapp. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Kristen Arsenault 
 
Richard Brock 
 
Sarah Comiskey 
 
Mark Fehlmann 
 
Lori Gillen 
 
Pam Sheehan 
 
Peggy Smith 
 
Ruth Soper 
 
Dwight Southwick 
 
Julia Southwick 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Member at Large 
 
The Church Council is very interested in your ideas 
as to how we can grow spiritually as a church. How 
can we expand what we do well so that it reaches 
beyond our own walls? Please share your thoughts 
with me or any of the Council Members. Other 
thoughts and concerns may be shared at any time. 
Our Member-at– Large to the Council is Susan 
Stead. 
 
email: susanstead5@gmail.com 
978-697-1982 
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Rev. Holly’s Musings (cont.) 

 
 
 

And what about the confusing bits in the Bible, what to do with expressions or lessons 
that seem in conflict with one another? How do we reconcile contradicting notions 
written long ago? Like the rules in Leviticus about wearing wool and linen in one 
garment? Hmm.  Are they still relevant to us today? What did the writer mean when they 
wrote this? What does it mean for us today?  
 
Okay, so fair warning. . . we might not find complete answers to all these questions in 
four weeks of study . . . but we’ll give it a good try!  
 
In the meantime, as we speak we might ask ourselves, “Is it kind?” “Is it loving?”  
“Is it life-giving to the one hearing it?”  
 
If we answer ‘no’ to any of these questions, perhaps what we say is not entirely true and 
needs to be reconsidered – or tossed all together.   
 
We are guided by the basic (though not simple) reminder that we are called to be 
messengers of God’s love in the world; encouraged to speak the whole truth as far as we 
understand it, based on what we learn from the message of Christ’s presence within and 
around us.  We are guided to love like Jesus did, a bit radically and with the whole truth.  
 
If that is the call, and I believe it is, then the expressions we use, the words we reach for 
in a time of uncertainty can be weighed by the extent to which they carry love out further 
into the world. 
 
God, help us always,  
 
Rev. Holly 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rally Day is Sunday, September 10th!  
 

At 10:30 AM we will gather for worhip.  Please join us one and all! We look 
forward to catching up with all who have been away during the summer months 
— and perhaps welcoming a few new faces as well! 
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Do you have a prayer request?  

 
Each week when we gather for worship, we offer up prayers among the com-
munity.  Do you have a prayer request that you would like lifted up? Or held 

more quietly by a small team of pray-ers?  

 
We are stronger when we are together in prayer. Send in your prayers to Rev. Holly by 

email pastor@fccgeorgetownma.org; or phone at 781-632-8964.   

 
And, as you go about your days, in the struggles and in the joy, know that God goes with 

you, holding you closely always.  
 

 
 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 AM—1 PM (call ahead!) 
 

Sunday Worship 10:30 AM 
Beginning September 10th followed by a time of worship 

 
Communion shared on the first Sunday of the month 

 
Hi! My name is Cathryn Capra, and I am the new office manager at 
the church. I am looking forward to meeting everyone in the FCC 
community — feel free to stop by and say hi during office hours 

(it’s a good idea to call first ) 
Please let me know if there’s anything I can do to assist you. I ap-

preciate everyone’s patience as I learn the ropes! 

mailto:pastor@fccgeorgetownma.org
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September 12th at the Council on Aging, Georgetown 

WOMEN’S GUILD SEPTEMBER KICKOFF PROGRAM IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
THE GEORGETOWN COA 

 
(Take Note: change of date, time & place!) 

 
The women of our Guild will meet on the second Tuesday (the 12th) of September (instead 
of our usual meeting day of the first Tuesday) for a program presented by Georgetown’s 
COA, that will take place in their meeting room, located in Perley School on North 
Street.  Members have already been contacted and have seats reserved for the Delvena 
Theater performance that day beginning at 1:00 p.m. Their play is a comedy, “Nun of This 
and Nun of That”, concerning a 50th anniversary celebration of the class of 1957 being 
organized by two nuns! 
 
If you are a newcomer to the Guild and would like to join us, please call the COA at (978) 
352-5726 to find out if there are still openings for making a reservation.  
To those, who have indicated that they are attending, please go to directly to the COA in 
time for the performance at 1:00 p.m.  The group will not meet at the church that day, 
except for carpooling.  If you are unsure of the COA location, please meet Joan (at the 
church) by the Clark Street door for carpooling at 12:40 p.m.  If for any reason, you find 
that you cannot attend, call the COA (number listed above) to have your name removed 
from the reservations. 
 
We’re looking forward to another year of service to our church and renewing our 
friendships! 
The Steering Committee, 
Jean, Joan, Judy & Nancy 
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Social Justice Book Club!  
 
Justice happens when we live love out loud, in public, with all our neighbors. Together we can 
learn how to best share and spread God's love and justice.  
 
You are invited to a new book club at the Georgetown Library, open to the whole town, hosted 
and organized by your very own pastor, Rev. Holly.   
 
Together we will read good, challenging works focused on justice for various areas of life: human 
history and our relationships, cultural differences (and similarities), and climate change to name a 
few.  There are copies of each book at the library to borrow.   
 
We will meet every other month on the 2nd Tuesday at 7pm.  See below for the schedule.   
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Sign Up for Greeters & Offering Collectors 
We are looking for  individuals, friends and families to 
serve as greeters on Sunday morning (you will never have 
to do it alone).   
If you would like to sign up please see an usher, use the 
sign-up sheet on the table near the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall or contact the church office at 978-352-
8443.   

        
 
 
 
 

Fall Fair Food Table 
 

Pam, Emily and their amazing crew will once again be making pies for our annual Fall Fair. 
Dates for pie-making will be forthcoming so stay turned! 

 
In addition to pies, we will have soups, quiche, baked beans, pumpkin whoopie pies and other assorted 
food items.  If you have a special dish; casserole, lasagna, scones, or other fun food item you’d like to 

cook up, we would welcome any and all!   We can provide containers if needed and if you make up some-
thing for the freezer, we will have some space available in one of our church freezers. 

 

Other news... 
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First Congregational Church of 
Georgetown 
PO Box 200  7 Andover Street 
Georgetown, MA 01833 
www.fccgeorgetownma.org 

Our Church Mission Statement:  
“To nurture those in our own faith community  

and to act on our faith by reaching out to others.”  
We are an Open and Affirming church of the United Church of Christ. 
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